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ABSTRACT

The article presents some analytical possibilitiestfer delayed decision to acclaim D.
Jodo VI in Brazil, though the King had assumedtithe of monarch following the death
of his mother, the Queen D. Maria I, on 20 March@&8The decision to hold the
acclamation and the grandiose form of the cerenampst two years later have to be
analyzed in light of the changed in the Europearteoxd after the defeat of Napoleon, the
restoration of monarchical forces through the tesabf the Congress of Vienna, and in
Brazil by taking into account the new profiles of J»d0’s ministers in the final years of
his stay in America

“What European monarch crosses the Ocean.
And to the new Fourth Part is given to the glory
Of possessing a throné?”

“We can discover the largesse of the Prince imih#itude of spectaclé$

1- The chess pieces

The firstverse quotedbove is part of one of the various poems writteadmmemorate
the acclamation of D. Jodo VI in America, and idleth to show the pride that was beating in the
hearts of the subjects of the Kingdom of Brazihtdd such a grandiose event. Published in 1817,
the poem was actually written before the eventfitsecurred, as it would only be held the

following year. Even the announcement of the acatéon date only happened after the poet’'s

! Joaquim José Pedro Lopésclamacdo de Sua Magestade Fidelissimao Senh@@D V1. Rei do reino
unido de Portugal, Brasil e AlgarveRio de Janeirdmpressao RegjaAnno 1817.
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enthusiastic commemoration. The royal decree #tahe date of the long awaited ceremony was
published on 28 January 1818, setting the dayFdl&uary for the recognition of D. Jodo as the
King of the United Kingdom of Portugal, Brazil atite Algarves, ‘Of Here and Overseas’ in
Africa, Lord of Guinea and the Conquest, Navigatiod Commerce of Ethiopia, Arabia, Persia
and India.

Although he had used the title of King since thatteof his mother the Queen D. Maria
I, on 20 March 1816, D. Jodo waited almost two yedarreceive the legal, ecclesiastical and
popular oath to succeed to the throne. There marge lbeen many reasons for such a long
postponement, though they have been little disclasel analyzed in Brazilian or Portuguese
historiography. In this text, | will just try to @sent some possibilities to explain why monarchical
ceremony was changed in America, as well to estaltfhe linksbetween the colonial and
European contingencies and, also, the unexpectdis®f the Royal Family transfer from
Lisbon to Brazil.

When he arrived in Brazil in 1808 D. Jodo was RriRegent, a title he had used since
1792, due to the hindrance of his mother, the Quebfaria I, who was seriouslly sick. Between
1808 and 1818, Brazil was raised, in 1815, fromoborty rankto the status of the United
Kingdom of Portugal and Brazil; the napoleonics swiat caused the escape of the Royal Family
to to America had ended; in 1816, the Queen diedPaimce D. Jodo became D. Joao VI. In 1817
his royal authority was challenged by the Pernaralvabellionand, also, by anilitary riot led
by Gomes Freire Andrade in Portugal.

It is not easy to understand the connections beteweese events, including the pressure
that D. Jodo had suffered to return to PortugalesitB12, and the delay of the the acclamation
ceremony. An official act whichin accordance with ancient practiceas the King himself said in
the decree, always took place at the time of thyalrpower transference. Nor is it clear how and
why, after some much time, D. Jodo decided to botth a grandiose celebration, considering his
discreet nature and the low rank of the Portug&esgn amidst the European Monarchies.

The events following the Napoleon defeatthg Austria, Prussia, Russia and England
alliance and the negotiations undertaken during Goegress of Vienna, deeply altered the
political frame in Europe. Actually, from the end 814, thus before the final defeat of
Napoleon at Waterloo, diplomatic accords had sotmlfitamethe Europeamap and to impose
the sanctions on France. Indeed, 1815 was a timestrming conservative reaction and
strengthening of thAncient Regimenonarchies.

The Portuguese situation at this time is almodtgiat, due toEngland’s unwillingnesto
help Portugal irrecover the immense Portuguese lossssited from Napoleonic expansion. In



this point of wiew, D.Jodo decision to remain iroRie Janeiro, a capital so far from Europe,
distressed the Portuguese situatidievertheless, D. Jodo was quite able to preserge th
Portuguese sovereingty and, also, to restore sognéydfor the Portuguese monarchy. The rise
of Brazil to the rank of thdJnited Kingdom of Portugal and the Algarves, in 38and the
decision to hold the acclamation with pomp anduitstance, albeit late, confirms the Regent’ s
efforts to keep distance from the European pressang, also, to reinforce the power of the
Portuguese monarchy in this new age.

The inequality of the conditions of Portugal andaiipin regard to the other European
monarchies during the Congress of Vienna cannoooted. But, above allpur main purpose
now is to testthe pros and cons resulting from the remain of ¢bert to Rio de Janeiro.
Actually, if the rise of Brazil as a United Kingdoseemed good for the ancient Colony, by
making itself equal to Portugal as a Kingdom anliling a ceremony for the acclamation of a
King, this fact caused a lot of troubles to D.Ja@®ortugal. On the one hand, the mergence of
the United Kingdom in Brazil, after 1815, and tleelamation of D.Joao VI, in 1818, expressed
not only a growing Portuguese autonomy in politicshtters but, above all, the increasing
tensions between Portugal an England. Howeverherther hand, they strained even more the
already troubled relations between D.Jodo and drisi§uese subjects. The liberal movement that
would be rage in Oporto, during 1820, resultedy,di®m these facts.

Anyway, | will try to analyze acclamation of D. #dn America based on a main
hypothesis, by stressing it as a result of a pddicand context, and not as an expected process
that would lead Brazil to independence. Althougke thcclamation of D. Jodo is almost

unmentioned by the historiography referred to Bramlependence fronfPortugaf, the years

% The two Iberian states had long lost the suprenthey had held at the beginning of the modern era,
becoming satellites of England and France. At tite @& the eighteenth century the French Revolutiat
made the Luso-British and Hispano-French alliamopadrtant parts of the fragile European balance. The
Portuguese option to leave Europe for America predethe humiliation suffered by the Spanish wité t
imprisonment of their monarch following the Napai@o invasion. Later results were equally
unpredictable, leaving Portugal without a King anan more susceptible to English political dominion
while the Bourbons returned to power in Spain,losit a large part of their American colonial dongain

* The historiography that analyzed the independ@nbeth vast and very rich, with some examplesdein
the following: Carlos Guilherme Mota (org)822. Dimensdessao Paulo, Perspectiva, 1986; Emilia Viotti
da Costa “Introducéo ao estudo da emancipacadgaotib Brasil” in Carlos Gulherme MotBrasil em
perspectiva Sado Paulo, Difel, 1986; Fernando Antdnio Novaisd aCarlos Guilerme MotaA
independéncia politica do Brasbao Paulo, Hucitec, 1996; lara Lis Carvalho dez8dPatria Coroada

O Brasil como corpo politico auténomo, 1780-18340 $aulo, Unesp, 1999; Lucia Maria Bastos Pereira
das NevesConrcundas e constitucionai8 cultura politica da independéncia (1820-182%2). de Janeiro,
Revan/Faperj, 2003; Istvan Jancsé and Jodo Palonénta. “Pecas de um mosaico (ou apontamentos
para o estudo da mergéncia da identidade nacioasildira)” In C.G.Mota (org.)A viagem incompletaA
experiéncia brasileira (1500-2000). Formac&o: Has62° ed. Séo Paulo, 2000.



1808-1822 use to be considered by the Braziliatofi@ms more imegard emancipation process

than the urgencies imposed by the political circiamses.

2- From colony to the the United Kingdom of Brazil

The role played by D. Rodrigo de Sousa Coutinhahie decision to transfer the
Portuguese royal family to Brazil is well known. ©af the exponents of the Enlightenment in
Portugal, he held various important political piasis in the Portuguese court from the second
half of the eighteenth century onwards. He wasodiltic representative to the court of Turin in
1778, Secretary of State for the Marine and Overdeaminions between 1796 and 1801;
president of the Royal Treasury between 1801 af8 &8d Minister of War and Foreign Affairs
in the regency of D. Jodo in Brasil, between 1888 3812, when he died. But the rise of tfe 1
Count of Linhares also had some setbacks, of wifiehmost serious led to his withdrawal from
political life in 1803, due to his disagreementhwihe politicalalliancewith the French sustained
by Antbnio de Araujo Azevedo. D.Rodrigo bet insteacthe alliance with England, which ended
up prevailing. Azevedo was part of the Francophiieg, initially defeated, but later he would
recover his prestige, after the death of D. RodrigacKing any other choice, Portugal
abandoned the policy of neutrafitn the conflicts triggered by the French revolaticaught by
the choice between agreeing to French pressureomfirming the alliance with the United
Kingdom.

In those difficult years, Antdnio de Araudjo Azevedisture Count of Barca, was opposed
not only to the alliance with the British, but alagainst the rise of Brazil into the head of the
Portuguese Empire, “from where what had been toBwirope could be reconquerédsupported
by D. Rodrigo. Antonio de Araljo Azevedo was more concerned withgosition of Portugal in
Europe than with the overseas dominions. Althoughhad supported the final decision for the

transmigration of the court, Azevedo lost his pgoritas minister of Foreign Affairs and War to

® In relation to the Portuguese scenario in thesydaat anteceded the coming of the Braganca tdlBsae
Lucia Maria Bastos Pereira das Nev&s.representa¢gdes napolebnicas em Portugal: imagirépolitica
(c.1808-181D Rio de Janeiro. Thesis presented for the pasitibProfessor Titularin the Institute of
Philosophy and Human Sciences, UERJ, 2002. Inioeldab the Count of Barca, see L.B.P.N. Antbnio
Araujo de Azevedo. Ronaldo Vainfas (diDicionario do Brasil Imperial (1822-1889Rio de Janeiro,
Objetiva, 2002, p.50-1.

® F. A. Novais. “Politica de neutralidade”. Rortugal e Brasil na crise do Antigo Sistema Codbiil777-
1808) 2’ edicdo. Sao Paulo: Hucitec, 1981, pp. 17-56.

" Apud L.M.B.P.N.As representacées napolednicas em Portugal: imaigiréapolitica (c.1808-1810)

p.55.



D. Rodrigo in Rio de Janeiro. With the death of @munt of Linhares in 1812, he returned to the
ministry, also holding, after 1814, the positiortleé Marine and Overseas Affairs.

In Europe, the coming defeat of Napoleon led Feaacsign the preliminary Treaty of
Paris on 30 May 1814. Tensions between PortugaEagiand were heightened. The monarchy
saw itself as having been ignored by the Britighr@eentative which accepted an agreement —
seen by Portugal as harmful - without consultingitelack of effort of the Britislgovernment
in protecting Portuguese rightsecame obvious several matters. For instantee Portuguese
decision to return Guyana to France, an effectoregoest on which Portugal had expended men
and resources since 1809, without any compens$atioa case of Olivenca, annexed to Spain
since 180%°; the maritime pact between the signatory powertheftreaty — Prussia, Austria,
Russia, England and France — excluding D. Joao.

Many questions were involved in the agreementsesigretween May 1814 and 9 June
1815, when the final act of the congress was sighbeé diplomatic sources for this period is
extremely rich and Oliveira Lima sums up the disguthat most mattered to Portugal in the
chapter dedicated to Vienna in his bbolHowever, | would like to stress the changeover i
Luso-British relationship, the incresiang approXiima beteween Portugal and France and, last,
the impacts of this policy in Brazil.

The return of Antbénio de Araujo Azevedo to foreififairs meant, in this waw revival
of Count of Barcaold convictions and the political conjuncture forrenewal of Franco-
Portuguese relations. The most obvious evidendhisfwas the arrival of the so-called French

Mission to Brazil in January 1816, whose artistaildiglayan important role in thacclamation

8 For an analysis of the question of the conquestrefich Guyana Francesa by the Portuguese, seerArth
Cezar Ferreira Reis. A ocupacédo de Caiena. SenggogBe de Holanda (dirfiGCB Brasil monarquico.
Book II. Volume 1. O processo de emancipacdbeSition. Rio de Janeiro. Bertrand Brasil, 2001 and
Oliveira Lima. A discussdo da Guiana. D. Jodo VIBresil. The advance into French space in America
had the successful intention of retailing agaihstilapoleonic invasion of the peninsula.

° For an analysis of the question of the conquestrench Guyana Francesa by the Portuguese, sear Arth
Cezar Ferreira Reis. A ocupacdo de Caiena. SenggogBe de Holanda (dirfiGCB Brasil monéarquico.
Book II. Volume 1. O processo de emancipacdbeSition. Rio de Janeiro. Bertrand Brasil, 2001 and
Oliveira Lima. A discussao da Guiana. D. Jodo VIBrasil. The advance into French space in America
had the successful intention of retailing agaihstilapoleonic invasion of the peninsula.

1 The dispute for Olivenga was old. It is locatedtioa frontier between the two Iberian countriet)jsper
Alentejo, on the left bank of the Rio Guadianaghéior to Elvas and 24 km to the south of Badajaz. A
area of much litigation and conflict since the tidnth century, the bridge that linked the two sidkthe
frontier was destroyed during the War of the Sgasccession in 1709. The declaration of war batwee
the two countries in 1801 led to the Spanish ocitopaf Olivenga, confirmed by the Treaty of Badajn

the same year. The Franco-Spanish project of osegmnd dividing Portugal resulted in the royal figm
going to Brazil, while the agreements made withEnglish resulted in Spanish control being mairgein
Despite the recognition in Vienna of Portuguesétsgo the territory of Olivenca, it remained ast

the Spanish state after the Bourbon restoration.

1 See Chapter XII: No Congresso de Viena, op.qit. 301-334.



ceremony’. Actually, there were strong connections beewdenrise of Brazil to the United
Kingdom, in December 1815, and the arrival of thenEh artists, the following month.

The remarkable change in the Court manners shdilketetresse®.Jodo to enrich and
add grandeur to the land that was sheltering thatinen the Napoleonic danger ceased, the
option of remaining in America and making it equl dignity to the European Kingdoms
inverted the sense of the initial relationship kesw the head of the monarchy and its overseas
dominions.

Thedecision to raise Brazil to a Kingdom have to bdarstood in the context of the re-
structuring of monarchical forces in Europe in gr@hand the role that Portugal still expected to
play in this new conjuncturdt was a difficult task, since D. Jodo intendechtt in the so far
America to recover power in the Old World. Although Europe, the Portuguese decision
sounded like a further Lusitanian eccentricity, &iadl little effect on the political chess game of
the continent

Ignoring the pressures to return to Portugal, iatim the Portuguese and the English, D.
Jodo decided to change the status of America,adsdé returning the Monarchical court to the
old Kingdom. Raising Brazil to the status of Kingda@onfirmed the option of the then Prince
Regent to stay overseas, where he found free frofitical pressures. Besides, his new
Francophile squires encouraged this long distaotiera considered more cautious by them

Since 1812, when Napoleonic troops had left thegllam, the date of the return of the
court to Portugal was been estimated, accordivghtat was written by the assistant in the Royal
Library, Luis dos Santos Marrocds“The news has spread here that we will soon metar
Lisbon; but thissooncannot be earlier than in two years time...”. Bgluding himself in the
Bragantine court, Marrocos added: “..whoever kna¥s certainty about this destiny is
remaining quiet; S.A.R, even heard that they aealking their heads with the calculations that

are made, and leaving them with their hallucinatién.). | can assure you that the Baron of Rio

12 For a discussion about the character of the comiitlge French artists to Brazil, see Lili M. Scwtm
Misséo Francesa in Lucia Bastos Pereira das NexeRanaldo Vainfas (dire¢cad)icionario Joanino

Rio de Janeiro, Objetiva, 2008.

13 | uis Joaquim dos Santos Marrocos accompaniedettend shipment of books from the Royal Library
of Ajuda in March 1811 and reached Rio de Janeittune that year. The first shipment had come thith
royal family in 1808 and in 1810 the National Liyr&f Rio de Janeiro, created by decree on 27 1848
had around 50,000 items. The letters that Marreeos regularly to his father, Francisco José, ezeipus
sources about life in the court and the city of Bé Janeiro. His manner of confusing himself wiib t
actual royal family expresses well the strong mohiat sentiment that linked it to the destinie$oftugal.
They can be found iAnais da Biblioteca Nacional do Rio de Janeirt934, volume LVI. For his work in
the Royal Library, see Lilia Moritz Schwartz, Pa@lesar de Azevedo and Angela Marques da Césta.
longa viagem da Biblioteca dos ReBo terremoto de Lisboa & Independéncia do BréSileprinting. S&o
Paulo, Companhia das Letras, 2002.



Seco is building a beautiful Palaceliargo dos Ciganosand other people are laying very strong
roots in this country™

Marrocos mentioned here what Pedro Octavio Carnegiao Cunh® called the
“naturalization of the Court”, that means, the etirg of part of the entourage that had
accompanied the royal family to Braziinténio de Araujo was one of the most ‘naturalizefd
those who “took good advantage of ostracism”: iazZiirhe bought lands for cattle breeding in
the south, becoming a landlord and businessmamoutitgiving up the his intellectualized and
political life. Araujo was a typicalberian enlightenedfor which reason he saw no contradiction
between the rational knowledge and the monarchbichdr. The first Count of Barca, graduated in
Law at the Coimbra University, had been the minisfethe Portuguese Court in the Hague, in
1787, where he had sustained an agreement witlcérémut wasdefeated by D. Rodrigo de
Sousa Coutinho positionpro British alliance. Anyway, Antdnio de Araujo had epe
plenipotentiary minister to the French Republid#95, 1797 and 1801, when he was transferred
to Saint Petersburg, serving there for three yd@eviously, in 1788, he had studied science and
German literature and mineralogy.

When he reached Brazil with the court in 1808, lzs Winister of Foreign Affairs and
War, a position he lost to D. Rodrigo de Sousa iDbbot He remained out of politics until the
death of his rival, in 1812. The further defeattud Napoleonic Army and the restoration of the
Bourbons made possible a new attemptatty approximation with France. A critic of the
excessive English power in Portuguese politics laginess, Araujo’s position was strengthened
after Vienna by the paltry defense by England aflRmese interests. His wish of inviting French
artists who spread the ‘praiseworthy or desirabfgects of French civilization, melded politics
and the scientific interest of that time. The CooihBarca even set up in his own home, with the
approval of D. Jodo, a Chemistry Laboratory, where he alathayed a vast and important
library, which became part of the Royal Libraryeafhis death.

The adhesion of the Count of Barca to the projdctaising Brazil to the United
Kingdom conjoined well his personal interests baseBrazil and his old political convictions
referred to the Portuguese monarchy. However, fibigical decision had several results. In
Brazil, the remain of the court in Rio de Janeigsulted in taxes and duties for ttepitanias

4 Apud.Oliveira Lima. Op.cit., p. 349.

15 pedro Octavio Carneiro da Cunha. A fundacdo démmério liberal. Sergio Buarque de Holanda (dir.).
HGCB. Brasil monérquico. Book Il. Volume 1. O processoemancipacao. 9th edition. Rio de Janeiro.
Bertrand Brasil, 2001, p.147



which had becomerovinces®. The northern provinces complained against théeprace that
D.Jodo used to give for the southern provinceshim&io de Janeiro, Minas Gerais e Sdo Paulo.
Rio de Janeiro semmed to be a new Lisbon. The faiord of the United Kingdom legally
‘neutralized’ this inequality, although it had redtered the intra-regional tensions that the court
had implemented.

Abroad, it was a time of monarchical restoratidhsis the political and symbolic rites
related to the royalty were increased. Mello Moyaesis Hist6ria do Brasil-reino e do Brasil-
impérid’, states that the foundation of the United KingdanBrazil was, firstly, an idea came
from the French minister Tallyerand, according toom the remain of D. Jodo in Brazil for “as
long as possible”, would be suitable for Portugad &even for all Europe”, in order to keep “the
ties between our European and American possessidhg’ minister, advising the Portuguese
representative in Vienna, the Count of Palnlalisapproved the support given by the French
for the “revolution of English America”, in the 108, and also the virtual independence of the
Spanish colonies, whose lost, in his view, was “tluhe misgovernment of that monarchy”. For
these reasons, Talleyrand said:

“I would consider it good fortune that the tiesveén Portugal and Brazil be
strengthened by all possible means; this countoulshflatter its peoples, to
destroy the idea of colony that is so disagreetibtbem, and it should be given
the title of Kingdom, and your sovereign shouldkieg of the United Kingdom

of Portugal and Brazil. *

1 Theilustrado and councilor of D. Jo&o VI, Silvestre PinheirarB#a, informed Portugal that nothing
would change in administrative practice: “It isdrthat nothing else will be done other than thispdé
declaration [the elevation to the United Kingdomafd instead of regulating the public administratidén
Brazil in this conformity, everything will continuas before, and the provinces will continue to be
governed by the judgment of the governors as arflirand absolute as before”. Cf. Estado Politico
Brasil. Informagfes as Cortes Portuguesas por Silvd?inheiro Ferreiraddpud Maria de Lourdes Viana
Lyra. A utopia do poderoso impéri®io de Janeiro, Sette Letras, 1994, p.163.

17 ct.Alexandre José de Mello Moralistoria do Brasil-Reino e Brasil-Imperi®Rio de Janeiro : Typ. by
Pinheiro and C., 1871. 2 vols.

18 pedro de Holstein was made Count in 1812 inknation for his successful actions in Cadiz where he
participated in the Peninsular War. The same yeawént to London to substitute Domingos Anténio de
Souza Coutinho, Count of Funchal and brother ofRDdrigo. After the defeat of Napoleon he was
nominated the plenipotentiary representative oflR@ad at the Congress of Vienna.

19 Apud Oliveira Lima, p.335.



Tallyerand firmly sustainned the strengthens of mim@narchist order, although he had
served the revolutionary Directorate and even Nap®l, He did not care about the
consequences of tlagvicegiven to Palmela, whether in regard to the teakdions between the
Portuguese and the Bristish, or the feelings offbguguese subjects whom the King had left in
Portugal.

In Brazil, for men like Marrocos, who always sust the ties between Kingdom and
colony, the return of the Court to Lisbon was ingtiee. But what he saw in Rio de Janeiro did
not encourage him:

“Some say that on 17 December [1814] that our netvll be published, and that
this will be in March; others that it will be alf the next year; finally others say
it will not happen while His Majesty is alive, ohile the time prescribed in the
most recent treaty with England is not finishedrfithis you can conclude that
we are blind in relation to this; since we see gmgarks and expenditures
continue; in Andrahy (¢ leagues from this city) a fine palace is beingppred,
with 50 officers, for the Princess Carlota to liveand to leave the place in
Botafogo. In the Library the works continue witke t,same vigor...”

A year later, even more tired of waiting, he bedidthat the return of the court:
“will become a question like the Sect of the Sebagtts: They say here that the
Palace of Ajuda is being prepared for the royalilfamhen they go there. | can
also tell you that the Palace of Palacio de S.t@ré® is being prepared and it
has been increased by more than half, so thanisea in the future, during the
Summer, all the royal family?*

Marrocos was right. In December 1815, in the middlthe Summer, D. Jodo decided to
raise Brazil to the status of Kingdom. Howevemnitist to be say that the arrival of the English
fleet in Rio with the mission of transporting theaBancas back to Portugal played an important
role in D.Jodo decision. Perhaps it was decisivibattime. The same Marrocos told his father,

% Charles-Maurice de Tayllerand provided politicangces to governments of different political
orientations: he started with Louis XVI, then wemt the Directorate, the Consulate and the Empire of
Napoleon Bonaparte, before turning against the Eong®/ assisting the restoration of the Bourbonth&
French throne. He played an important role in thktipal architecture defined in Vienna, re-balsmgc

French power in European geo-politics and attengathe seriousness of the punishments for the
Napoleonic wars.

% The two citations are from Oliveira Lima, idem 351-2.



in April 1815, about the unsuccessful attempt ofd_&trangford, the English ambassador in
Portugal, and also the Vice-Admiral and Field Matkim Portugal, Lord Beresford, trying to
convince D.Jodo to leave Rio de Janeiro. Actud#tlg, persistance of the British left D. Jodo “so
angry and upset”, according to Marrocos’ s accolmtfact, when the Prince had left the
Kingdom he had seen no choice, but now he wasegntionvinced that the best thing to do was
remain in Brazil. Besides his fondness to live in Be Janeiro, D.Jodo was really disgusted with
the British contraints, wherever in Brazil or Pgli

More than a diplomatic act, the foundation of theited Kingdom of Portugal and the
Algarves, in16 December 1815, was a political ath warious important meanings: it responded
to internal pressures as would be shown in 181@ornfirmed the Prince intention to take back
control of his Kingdom and to reduce the weighteaigland over the Portuguese dominions; it
restated the commitment with the monarchical ordeBrazil before the several independence
movements wich had ocurred in Spanish Americaattttme. Above all, it intended to highlight
the grandeur of the Bragancas, since for D. Jodisupremacy of the dynasty would lend dignity
to his Kingdoms. According to Oliveira Lima, theofonged residence of D. Jodo in Brazil

“would even constitute a better guarantee of thdependence of
Portugal than the self-interested support of Giatain, since the
Spanish colonies fighting, albeit desperately, donancipation, would
serve as an excellent mortgage to be sent badketonetropole, which
would fully understand that Portugal was tryingetgpand itself in South
America to compensate for what it had lost in teaiRsula.?

The internal and external consequences of thisibecivereenormous, but beforehand
many people celebrated on the streets the rideedf/hited Kingdom of Brazil. With enthusiasm
inverse to that of Marrocos, Luis Goncgalves dost@&arcalledFather Pererecaleft a gushing
report about the “spontaneous illumination” on thight of 17 December, that was made
everywhere “from the Amazon to the River Plattalirthe cities and villages” of Brazil to “thank
such a singular and honorific grace”. For the priafter giving a home to the sovereign, Brazil
“asked for and should receive a political statusaégo the majesty of the throne, that was
established in it...” and the Royal Letter “in oneowl undid the political anomaly and the
irregular system of the coloniancien regimg? And without knowing how to refer to the

former colonists, or perhaps to stress their grandie priest exclaimed: “The Portuguese in

2 Oliveira Lima.Op. cit., p.579-80.

% Luis Gongalves dos Santos (Padre Pererdtenorias para servir & Historia do Reino do Bra@klo
Horizonte/ltatiaia, S&o Paulo/Editora da Univerdelade S&o Paulo, 1982. Book Il, p.28-9. These
memories were written in Rio de Janeiro and pubtisin 1825 by the Royal Printing House in Lisbon.
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America are not inferior in status and rights te fhortuguese from Europe”, since although
geographically distant. “They are neverthelessstiime people, the same nation identified not
only through the indissoluble ties of blood, thrbube innate valor, loyalty to the sovereign and
the identity of religion”, but from now on throughe “same privileges, honor and status”.

FatherPerereca wrote his memories in 1821, after the death oMaria I, who was still
gueen in 1815, and also after the acclamation dfo@o in 1818. Maybe for that he refferred the
Prince as the King D.Joéo VI, although the faetsorted in his account had ocurred in 1815.
Anyway, in reporting the festivities for the Unit&@hgdom, FathePererecapraised the glory of
“D. Jodo VI The first in the New World. First tettle, first to congratulate, first to ennoblesfi
to found a new Monarchy, a new Kingdom, a new Egfpituis Goncalves expresses his
enthusiasm with an old Portuguese dream, but hevkhat it was unrealistic, in 1821: the
foundation of a new Empire with the Portuguesesatéad.

It is not possible to discuss here the imperiabdreunderwent during the Portuguese
history between the fifteenth and nineteenth céesilr Is is enough to remember the projects
that had been conceived at the end of the eiglteemt the beginning of the nineteenth centuries,
particullarly the D.Rodrigo project to translates troyal family to Brazil. ThéOpening of the
port, in 1808, and the commercial and tax advantages conquerethé\British, in 1810,
expressed the worth of the immense Portuguese ycaformerica. D. Jodo himself declared
upon his arrival in Rio de Janeiro that he intenttedfound a new empiré®. This was the old
Portuguese project, even before the arrival ofRfbguguese in America. For a long time Africa
had been the target of the imperial dream, strongdyked at this time by the idea of crusade.
Regarding to Brazil there are references sincetiteof the sixteenth century in which America
can to be considered as the seat of the new Enghivays to be constructed in the future.

But it was in the second half of the eighteenthtusn through the enlightened reformers,
that the idea began to take shape, firstly fornaedlan 1737 by the diplomat D. Luis da Cunha in

% It is impossible to quote—sithere the vast production about the projects fer fhundation and re-
foundation of a Portuguese Empire in Africa, in Best and in America, since the forms and mearifigs
this project were altered and adapted to the diffehistorical conjunctures between the fifteentid a
nineteenth centuries. To cite one example, the imgsbrtant of them, the writings of Anténio Vieiveho,
more than anyone else, founded guéinhentistasand baroque projects in the classic Letter tcBilsbop of
Japan, André Fernandes, dated 29 April 1659, edfitkperanca de Portugal, Quinto Império do Mundo
(Hope from Portugal, the Fifth Empire of the Worldhis letter was based on the inquisition process
suffered by Vieira and through this the Jesuit wiaisHistéria do futurg probably concluded in 1667, but
only published in 1718. This was followed by hicaomplete Clavis prophetarumapotheosis of the
messianic and millenarist trilogy begun with thé&96writings. The Fifth Empire followed the Roman, i
would be led by a resurrected D. Joado IV and uhiéeteadership all Jews, Gentiles and heretics avbel
converted to Christianity.

% QOliveira Lima. Op.cit., p. 56.
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his “Instructions to Marco Antonio de Azevedo Caht”. The importance of Brazil to the
Portuguese Empire was clear at this time, espgcfallowing the discovery of gold and
diamonds in Minas. At the beginning of the ninetherentury the situation of Portugal with the
French troops at the gates, besides the presside Rbdrigo de Sousa Coutinho allied with the
British, ended up making the old dream a realitlgiclv at the time seemed more like a disgrace
or shame.

In A utopia do poderoso impériaria de Lourdes Vianna Lyra analyzed the fouiotat
of the United Kindom of Brazil as the “practicabudt of what had been conceived at the end of
the eighteenth century, based on tiev empire:the coexistence of equal states united by
reciprocal interest and by ties of solidarity”. Aeding to Lyra, the historiography on Brazil
independence has given little importance to the ptdyed by the historical meaning of the new
political condition of Brazil. An aspect that, irtview, should be considered for the discussion
of the type and composition of the new state it wasnded to buil®f. Nevertheless, my own
hypothesis relies less on the continuity of a pneedtved imperial project, and more on the
dramatic circumstances of that time. In 1815, tinvese nebulous and destiny uncertain. It was
necessary to guarantee that it would be possilde ianthis way, raising Brazil to a Kingdom
seemed the easiest path to put off the principaisias or to choose the least worse in the
narrow range of options.

The rise of the Count of Barca, the close withFEhench and the misunderstandings with
the British certainly weighed in the balance, watrefor the remain of the court in Rio de
Janeiro or the rise of Brazil to a Kingdom. Theryafal815 ended with the festivities celebrating
the Kingdom Brazil, and 1816 began promisingly wite arrival of the French Mission. With
the arrival of the Bragancas and the Portuguesd goBrazil the interest of foreigners for the
tropics was increased and stimulated, as we camdfau several reports of European travelers,
which are still precious sources for study thisqusf.

The French artistic mission can be seen as a gteanpt to dignify the new Kingdom,
but its political meaning is more evident when vemsider that it would have been impossible
two years earlier. The new geo-political frame urdpe and the Count of Barca arise, French
artists were brought to Brazil, through which tlwsverful minister intended to create an academy
of science, fine arts and letters in Rio de Jandihe negotiations for the arrival of the Lebreton

% Maria de Lourdes Viana Lyra utopia do poderoso impéri®io de Janeiro, Sette Letras, 1994, p.159.
%" For a vision of the context, see Carlos Oberackijantes, naturalistas e artistas estrangei®argio
Buarque de Holanda (dirfistéria Geral da Civilizagdo BrasileiraBrasil monarquico. Book II. Volume
1. O processo de emancipacabdedition. Rio de Janeiro. Bertrand Brasil, 2001.
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Mission began, of course, before the foundatiothefkKingdom of Brazil since the artists arrived

in Rio de Janeiro in January 1816.

The festivities and the arrival of the French waitofved by the mourning related to the
death of D. Maria I. Sick and lacking any politiéahction since 1792, the queen arrived with the
court in Brazil and lived here, according to FatRerereca “always with much relief, every
afternoon having her regular coach ride, alwaysdeseen by her people”. Even after, the day
before her death, on 20 March, the news spreadHfiaMajesty was only sick. Around a month
previously Marrocos had commented with his fathertlie grave state of health of the queen,
which worsened everyday despite the “diligence aatk of the doctors with the help of
medicine®®. A few days later he gave news of the death ofjtieen and described the desolation
of D. Jodo, who “stopped eating and still persistsontinuing in tears”.

Father Perereca reports in detail on the grandiose funeral cemde® of D. Maria,
worthy of a Queen, and comments briefly:

After we have cried and mourned our much missede@ua accordance
of the old usage and the customs of the Portugoasen D. Jodo VI
should have soon been acclaimed King of the UnKaéugdom of
Portugal, Brazil and the Algarves with all pomp aademnity; but the
piety of His Majesty deferred his august ceremang fater time, as he
does not want to mix the tears which still fallffrchis eyes with others
that have not been crushed by pain and the lo$ssodugust mother;
therefore Our LordEl-Rei ordered that after the mourning his
acclamation would be delayed until when the rogad hwould designate
it, and whilst this glorious day did not arrive fBrazil, and especially
for Rio de Janeiro, which sighed so much to haeehttnor and glory to
be present at the royal act of acclamation of HestMI'rue Majesty, the
first such to be held in the New World, we will tioe our
memories. 2°

For the priest the postponement of the acclamatias the result of grief. However,
while the funeral of the queen followed the rito&koyalty, | think that the postponement of the
acclamation, unusual in monarchies with an asslagitimate succession, still requires greater

research. Although the Prince began to sign offid@uments as D. Jodo VI shortly after his

% Marrocos, 23 February 1816.
% |uis Gongcalves dos Santos. Op.cit., p.66-7.
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mother death, it is not easy to understand theorsafor the delay of almost two years for the

acclamation ceremony. It must discuss this question

3- The acclamation delayed

Treated as a question of little importance, boghthe historiography dedicated to D.
Jodo, and by studies about the coming of the rfamily to Brazil, the decision to delay the
acclamation of D. Jo&o lead to an unusual changeatbcol. The expression “they made their
pains and then their joys as is usual”, used byiShand Portuguese chroniclers since the end of
the Middle Ages, summarizes the importance of thiouity ritual that involves the funeral of a
King and the acclamation of a successor.
Otherwise than Father Perereca said to judidyacclamation delay — the grief for the
geens's death -, the death of a King caused a wadhat needed to be filled as quickly as
possible with the praise of the one who embodiedcibntinuity of the real dignity. According
Kantorowicz, an expert in the history of the westaronarchy, the King had two bodies, one
human, perishable and mortal; the other supengreishuman and continued by the earthly and
temporary exercise of something that surpassed thienroyal dignity. The recognition of this
dignity took place precisely in the public solemgrthiat D. Jodo had postponed.
If the pressures were already strong for the metdrthe court to Portugal, the reaction
against the acclamation outside Lisbon, among ¢laémr subject, were greater.. In Portugal, the
rise of Brazil to United Kingdom had been alreadyisidered as an outrage and the King's
acclamation overseas would be worst. It meantiawsedisruption in the Portuguese tradition to
acclaim a King without the representation of thee¢ states. Marrocos remarhed this point in
May 1816, with his usual bitterness:
They tell me that the acclamation has not been nmyatie before the
deputations from the Kingdoms of Portugal and Algararrive, because
there is noJuntaof the three estates: | do not know if this id jios the
courts, but it seems to be a well agreed stepgediinere are no other
guestions, not to have the acclamation made isehé of the monarchy.
And why not have it done ther&cant Paduani’*®

The fact is that the ‘court’ that came with theyab family to America was not

representative of the three states of the monaochiPortuguese soil. The court in Brazil was

30 ApudOliveira Lima.Op. cit.; p.583. Marrocos’ letterthuis father is dated 28 May 1816.
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singular and quite modest. Besides, the princentegéterwards King, dialogued only with his
closest ministers or even with only one prefferat] was this style of government that allowed
him to exercise power in a freer manner. Thusréisestance in the realm against an acclamation
ceremony in Brasil must be considered among theesaof the mentioned delay. Although the
postponement gave some time to D. Jodo, the enemdtofi the Court in Rio de Janeiro, and the
growing interests of many ministers in Brazil adlwie Count of Barca’s business in the South,
made almost imposible the decision to come backistmon.

It can be argued that the ceremony was dispenssibtee D. Jodo had exercised in fact
the power since 1799, when he had officially asslitie regency of Portugal and overseas.
Nevertheless, in the monarchical liturgy the regemly became King after the death of the last
acclaimed sovereign, and for this, in accordandb thieancient customthe new monarch only
should be confirmed as king after the traditiorisdst Certainly, D. Jodo’s dilemma between
Portugal and Brasil, as well as his decision tg 8taBrazil, led him to an abnormal situation: he
was: the legitimate successor, already exercisirfigadt the power, but for almost two years he
had reigned without any traditional confirmation.

The solemnity of the recognition of a King had fli@ction of confirming the non-
dissolvable relationship between the head — the kirand the body of the Kingdom, remaking
the mystical and sacred character of this uniom géstponement of this celebration appeared to
indicate the brittle cohesion of this body, dividatb two rivaling parts, Portugal and Brazil, the
first clamoring for the return of the court and gecond imposing itself as the King's preferred
place. No matter how informed he was, D. Jodo dicseem to believe that his absence could be
provoke the Portuguese to defy his power. D.Jodnldvbehold no longer the great risks of his
choice of America.

Anyway, in 1816 the postponement was able, at,|¢éagfuiet the rage on the other side
of the Atlantic, mainly because D. Joao put intayplvhat Oliveira Lima saw as imperialist plans
in the south of Brazil. This was to be a form ofnaensating the loss of Guyana, restored to the
French under the Vienna agreements. Actually, Riee da Prataquestion older and more
delicate. Since 1809, the political conflicts iret®outh involved even the princess Carlota
Joaquina, who was opposing to Portuguese contret Byvata’s region, considered by the
princess as a part of the Spanish Empire. Accorttirffyancisca de Azevedo recent book, rather

than a coup against D. Jodo, Carlota was, firatlpfabsolutely committed to the Spariish

3 Francisca L. Nogueira de Azeveddarlota Joaquina na corte do BrasiRio de Janeiro. Civilizacéo
Brasileira, 2003, especially Chapter IV.
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However, the frame had been changed in 1816. ddrifo had died; Napoleon had
been defeated; England had withdrawn fromReda Pratastruggles emancipation wars started
there, wich resulted in the independent United PPieas of theRio da Prata Portugal and Spain
were once again on peaceful terms due to the rgaemiaf two Portuguese princesses, ably
conducted by D. Carlota, with their Spanish unckesmnando VIl and the Prince D. Carlos. D.
Joao benefitted from the apparent peace to inesfer the quarrels between Buenos Aires and
Spain, just intending to reserve for the Portugube®anda Oriental the future Uruguay. The
victorious invasion of Montevideo in November 1&1%as enthusiastically commemorated and
could have been a good moment for the acclamafitmeding. But it did not happen this time.

1817 began with enourmous challenges for D. Jé&dMarch, a riot blew up in
Pernambucaand the rebels overcame Recife, the provinciaitalafhey held the city for three
monts, establishing a revolutionary governmentraidd. Jodo. The rebellion was caused by the
Pernambucodiscontentment with the centralization of powerRio, the duties imposed for
supply the Court expenses and the slackness ofi® ttoattend the northern provinces claims.
The repression was violent and, after the legalisin, Bernardo Teixeira, a magistrate of the
Desembargo do Pagphe higher Court of Justice in the Portuguesegglam), was sent from Rio
de Janeiro to judge the rebels.

The so calledPernambuco Revolutions not, of course, what | intend to discuss here. |
just to stress that this rebellion certainly ar@uaeserious attack against D.Jodo royal authority.
Oliveira Lima suggest that the Pernambuco Revaiutiay have been one of the causes of the
acclamation postponement in 1817. Instead of Qhwvdiiana argument, | prefer to argue that
D.Jodo could really benefit his victory in Pernarmtbtio confirm his power publically trough a
great acclamation ceremony in Rio de Janeiro.

There is an undatd@lan of the orders that are to be carried at they dd the ceremony
of the acclamation of d. Jo¥b prepared by Royal Household, previewing the &idan and not
February, as the day for the festivities. It is mpossible that this plan had been prepared for
1817, when the mourning of one year for the queeeath would be finished, although no

32 Cf. J.A. Soares de Souza. O Brasil e o Pratag28.Histéria Geral da Civilizagao BrasileiraBrasil
monarquico. Book Il. Volume 1. O processo de enmagdo. 9th edition. Rio de Janeiro. Bertrand Brasil
2001.

% Plano das ordens que seriam executadas no dia dmaeial deacclamacaale d. JodoApresenta a
descricdo de cada momento da acclamacéo, incldiesibe os atos que seriam praticados por d. Jo&@o até
posi¢do que cada membro da celebragéo ocuparang&@o que viria desempenhar. Conjunto documental:
Papéis relativos a acclamacao, sagracéo e coram;dona Maria |, dom Jodo VI, dom Pedro | e dom
Pedro II. Arquivo Nacional, Fundo Casa Real e Inigber Mordomia-mor, cédice 569.
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Portuguese king had observed such a long grief biefere. Even if this date of 6 January had
been prevued, the postponement would not have teesed by events in Pernambuco, which
only began in March that year. By this tuffgther Perereca established a close relationship
between the Pernambuco rebellion and the postpartepheéhe acclamation, which he said was
prepared for 7 April 1817, though we do not knowvhioe arrived at this date. There is no
sources that may confirm it.

Although he had won the Pernambuco riot, D.Jodossas challenged in Portugal by a
military conspiracy led by Gomes Freire de Andrailae discontentment with the command of
the troops led by British Marshall Beresford, cdesed a “ridiculous adventurer” by Portuguese
soldiers, was the main cause of this new revolsidds, the soldiers were impatient with the
British command, the abandonment by the King &edl twages unpaid, while the British lived
in luxury. As in the case in Pernambuco, the insdipation led by Gomes Freire de Andrada
deserves at least a comment. The military questiétortugal was a deep rooted problem, mainly
because there were many difficulties to enlistsbieliers. Also in Pernambuco it was not easy to
enlist men for the royal troops. The insubordimatid the men armed to serve the monarchy — in
the Portuguese case militarily commanded by ansBritfficer — made very evident the level of
displeasure among them, as well the distance batwlee royal head and the body of the
Kingdom.

In July the two rebel movements had been brougbeugontrol, although not totally
repressed. However, nothing did prevent, four momdter, the effusive celebrations upon the
arrival of the princess D. Carolina Josefa Leopwdarchduchess of Austria, to marry the heir D.
Pedro. The city was lit up, streets were coveretth warpets, the windows of convents were
decorated, a “magnificent Roman arch” adoriReah Direitg designed by the French architect
Grand-Jean de Montigny. The people took to theetstrand foreign representatives participated
in the festival days that followed the marriagebofPedro and D. Leopoldina in November 1817.
If such as grandiose festival was possible, whithtceintinued to justify the postponement of the
acclamation?

The year brought another difficulty for D. Jodoe ttheath, on 21 June, of the Count of
Barca, then the Minister and Secretary of the Madnd Overseas Dominions. He was replaced
by the Count of Palmela, the Portuguese representat England and France. Palmela delayed
so much his coming to Brazil, so, in fact, the posiwas occupied came by Tomas Anténio Vila
Nova Portugal, judge of theacoRoyal Palace. Perhaps the hasty rise of the latieister in
Brazil can explain the decision to hold large weddiestivities for D. Pedro and the following
year the long expected acclamation of the King. déils, the grandiosity, and the participation
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of French artists in the architecture and decanatibthese celebrations seemed to bear the mark
of the new minister, but upon whom converged exttiaary power in the final years of the
Portuguese court in Brazil.

The turbulent year of 1817 came to an end. Thewidgtlg year began with the publishing
of the royal decree finally marking the date of plublic acclamation of D. Jodo VI as King of the
Kingdoms Brasil, Portugal and the Algarves, of ‘eland Overseastd{Aquém e d'Além-Matn
Africa, Lord of Guinea and the Conquest, Navigaamd Trade with Ethiopia, Arabia, Persia and
India etc. The arrangements mobilized a real “aroiyartists, artificers and labors, working for
several months. There was a great target to rex¢libiting the magnificence and the strength of

the Portuguese Monarchy.

4 - Finally, the royal Acclamation

It is possible to establish a relation betweengttamdiosity of the wedding festivals of D.
Pedro, mainly, the acclamation of D. Jodo VI, ahe growing power exercised by the new
minister of the King, Tomas Antdnio Vila Nova Pagal. | think that it was not a simple
coincidence, since the Vila Nova's policy attemptedoin important dynasties in the restored
frame of Europe. The daughters of D. Jodo and Dloamarried, in 1816, their Bourbons
uncles in Spain, one of whom was the actual Kingl817 D. Pedro married D. Leopoldina of
Austria, part of the chess game of intra-dynastirriages that sought to consolidate alliances
and mutual commitments. It was, therefore, a tifneafidence in the institutions of royalty.

The unexpected rise of Tomas Antonio Vila Novatigal did not make him a lesser
minister. Instead, since the middle of 1817, he madiated the relations between the governors
and the Prince. We can see that in his vast canelgmce sent to him by the General charged to
to pacify Pernambuco, Luiz do Rego Barreto, singly 1817* Tomas Antdnio Vila Nova
Portugal was a staunch conservative: a doctor w ftam the University of Coimbra, he served
as judge in the Court of Oporto, in 1800, thethim Appeal Court of Lisbon the following year,
and finally, in theDesembargo d&aco,in 1807, the highest Court of Portugal realm.

After 1817, he held all the ministerial positioriaterior (Reino) Finance, Foreign
Affairs, War and, finally, the Marine, thereby maitay to accumulate all the ministries of the

court in Rio between 1818 and 1821. A convictedohliist, he guided the repression of the

3 These letters were organized and published bydev@hbral de Melo and are published in Revista
do Instituto Arqueoldgico, Histérico e Geogréafice Bernambucovol. LII, 1979, pp. 81-215.
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Pernambuco rebellion, instructing the Count of Ardihen the governor of Bahia, the place the
prisoners were sent to. He also persecuted albssocieties, especially the freemasons; put
together the 1818 decree that prohibited any aaoior meeting without royal authorization;
and was opposed to all and any liberal innovattbascould reduce the power of the monétch

Considering his profile, it is not difficult to derstand the value given by Tomas de Vila
Nova to the solemnities related to the power efRiertuguese King. Despite being educated and
well-read in matters of jurisprudence and the eopndie seems to have been so discreet as the
King, avoiding personal pomposity. However he whs father of the great Acclamation
ceremony, in 1818. It was a grandiose spectactbpahh useless, perhaps, considering the
weakness of the Bragantine dinasty amidst the Eamgreat kingdoms at this time.

Oliveira Lima, in his chapter related to the sahities in court, jokes about the festivities
ocurred before the arrival of Archduchess Leop@dmRio de Janeiro. According to the author,
it was only “little by little that the émigré courtmade its ambient of etiqueti®”He displeases,
for instance, the celebrations brought forward riteriage between the Princess Maria Tereza
with D. Pedro Carlos de Bourbon, Prince of Spain1810. He follows Luccock’s description,
stressing the bad taste of the scenario that hawh lz@ranged, especially related to the
performance of the dramfaiunfo da AméricdThe Triumph of America), concluding that “they
must have produced a mixed sensation of a ciramspgand a German nuptial march”. He then
finishes without any mercy: “The culmination of the burlesqg however, impacted on the
commemoration of the wedding, celebrated monther,lawhich certainly produced the
Fluminense carnival”. The author is specificallfereing to the creator of the allegorical float of
the merchants, in which “there figured a hill cradrby the statue of America in an arch, with a
bow, headdress and skirt with plumes, surroundebhdiyans, quadrupeds and birds approaching
among the herbs and flowers, from where fountaingater shot out, watering the square”.

For the marriage of D. Pedro the scenario hacditérally changed. In fact, before the
marriage, when Brazil became a Kingdom, Indiansrénen obligatory part of the festival and
were also an essential part of national symbolisbut during the festivities this time, “the
country could be seen to take off the headdressttmdeather skirt and put on the crown and
mantle with which the prince regent was toastedBut no celebration was equal to the
magnificence of the festivities following the acuolation of D. Jodo VI on 6 February 1818.

Supported by French artists, the decoration wappstl of native traces and reflected the

% Cf. Lucia Bastos Pereira das Neves. Toméas AntéilioNova PortugalDicionéario do Brasil Imperial
p.700-1.

3 QOliveira Lima. Op.cit., p. 605.

37 1dem, ibdem, p.606-8.
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grandeur of the occasion. Finally, the King recdipaiblically the blessing of the throne which
he already occupied. It can actually be said ifgarétive sense that until that moment he had
been King without the coronation of his royal digni

| said “in a figurative sense” because neitherJB&o nor the Portuguese Kings who
preceded him were crowned. In another work | hawdied some interpretations on the absence
of the unction and coronation rites in the Portsgueoyal acclamation. At that time, | was
interested in the relationship established betwiencoronation and the consecration by the
Portuguese historians concerned with the themeciigity, it can be said the crown had in the
alevantamentmr acclamation ceremonies of the Portuguese Kiagnbt in thecoronation The
crown played a very important role in the ritualt lonly symbolic. According to José Mattoso,
crownalso became a synonym of ‘Kingdom’ or “ropyal hdudd” and the main regal attribute
came to be the scepter, the true royal insignacolamation ceremoni@s

This kind of ritual was still usual when the acoktion of D.Jodo VI took place in Rio de
Janeiro. The reproduction of some aspects presdhtiself-coronation of Napoleon in 1804 by
the French artists who painted the ceremony indeidaneiro, clearly show us how contingent
the staging of tradition can be. Although in ovessehe solemnity sought to maintain the rigid
protocol of celebration, in order to exhibit thecisb hierarchies and to stress the importance of
ritual for the royalty. The already mentionBthn of the orders that are to be carried out oa th
day of the ceremony of the acclamation of d. Jdétails each step of the ceremony and the
meticulous descriptions available do not leave daybts about how important the occasion was.

The Acclamation date was specially negotiated Withpapacy: the chosen day was that
of the Wounds of Christ- when pain and death can be signs of redempti@ges showing
“America letting go of the headdress and in the aicputting the Royal Crown on its head”,
passive, loyal and obedient, meant that the esotichad been ordered by the Portuguese
monarchy; Africa, by this turn, offered its wealiln the grandeur of the United Kingdom of

Portugal and Brazil. The guarantee that the Eumopedture would prevail over the native one

3 For an analysis of the Portuguese historiographiebate about the question, see Jacqueline Hermann
No reino do DesejadoA construcdo do sebastianismo em Portugal, sec¥Ml-XVIl. S&o Paulo,
Companhia das Letras, 1998, especially Chapteh8& pfincipal texts about the consecration of Partisg
Kings are by Antbnio Brésio. O problema da sagragé® monarcas portuguesémais da Academia
Portuguesa de Histériavolume 12, ? Series, Lisbon, 1962, and Paulo Meréa. Sobre amagjdo dos
nossos reisRevista Portuguesa de Histéridlomo X. Separata. Coimbra, Faculdade de Letras da
Universidade de Coimbra, 1962. The cited text frdwsé Mattoso is A coroagdo dos primeiros reis de
Portugal. Francisco Bethencourt and Diogo Ramad#oQorgs.).A memoria da nagdoLisbon, Sa da
Costa, 1991.
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was safe, by charging the architect GrandjeaMa&tigny, the painter Jean-Baptiste Debret and

the sculptor Auguste-Marie Taunay to prepare thelevfestival.

There are two principal narratives of the acclaomatieremony: one by FathBerereca
in his encomiastic memoirs, and the other writteril818 by the Rio de Janeirintendente
(mayor and police chief) at the time, Bernardo AmelFerreira e SouZa

Both stressed the wealth and splendor of the fés8vy ThePacowas transformed into
an imperial square in which Montigny erected a tiengf Minerva, which as well as the statute
of the Goddess housed another of D. Jodo, whiteuephal arch was designed by Debret and
built by Taunay. Each side of the arch had Coramthéolumns with statutes d&finerva and
Ceres representing the wisdom and prudence of the Kasgwell as the abundance of the land.
On the right arch were enacted, the landing of @foJ being welcomed by America and
receiving the keys of the city, while on the ldfetKing received the homage of the Arts and
Commerce in recognition of the favees giffen by D. Jodo, entitlediberator of Commercen
the middle of the square was an obelisk more tmmhundred hands high “in imitations of the
needles of Egypt” which “pretended to be granite”.

The ceremony started in theacgo with the descent of the King to the veranda of the
palace specially designed by Debret for the ocoadibe royal balcony took up the entire front
of the palace and ended at the atrium of the RGYapel, where the King, with the Prince D.
Miguel and Prince Pedro ahead of him, accompanjethé grandees of the Kingdom, bishops
and officers, all with their insignias, ministersdathe secretary of state of the Kingdom. When D.
Jodo came onto the veranda — dressed in the rayalerof red velvet, embroidered in gold, and
wearing on his head laat with white feathers — the minstrels played the peta and drums,
receiving cheers and applauses from the peoplewdre watching from the street. The King
went to the royal seat where he received in histdigind the gold scepter and a rich golden tray
from the hands of the Viscount of Rio Seco.

This obeyed a rigorous ritual in which the secret#frstate, Tomas Anténio Vila Nova
Portugal authorized the entrance of lesembargadoof thePa¢q who announceddark, Hark,
Hark, Attend to meAfter reciting a ‘beautiful prayer’ and then réii, the religious part of the
solemnity took place, when the bishop-grand chaple¢eived from the master of ceremonies of

39 Luis Goncalves dos Santos. Op.cit., pp. 151-1/@,Bernardo Avellino Ferreira e SouRelacéo dos
festejos, que & feliz acclamagdo do muito altotanpoderoso, e fidelissimo Senhor D. Jodo VI. Rei d
United Kingdom de Portugal, Brasil e Algarves Nateale indelevel, e faustissimo dia 6 de fevereiro,
nas duas subsequentes, com tanta cordialidade, cespeito votardo os Habitantes do Rio de Janeiro
Rio de Janeiro. In the Typographia Real, 1818.
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the Royal Chapel the open missal with a silveriéisuon top. The two of these were placed on a
table beside the King. At the end of the ceremdhg, royal ensign cried ouRoyal, Royal,
Royal, by the Most High, and the Most Powerful Kinglodo VI Our Lordwhich was repeated
by everyone at the same time as the musical insintsTwere sounded.

The festivities spread through the streets, withtlaer important center being Campo de
Santana. A small wooden palace was erected to hbes€ing and the royal family and it was
transformed into the center of the second day stividies, reserved for popular manifestations.
Battalions of soldiers paraded past, followed byadas from the Royal Theater, as well as a bull
run. On 8 February the royal family and the Sowgraeturned to the small palace from where
they watched fireworks, the culminating point wlas expressioWiva El Reilighting up the sky,
while the King received the ceremony of the kissifigands.

In addition to the temple, arches, palaces anavéirks, the lighting was a chapter apart,
highlighted by all the chroniclers. In Campo de t8aa, Oliveira Lima mentioned 102 luminous
pyramids with enough brightness and taste to “n@ie think of the Tulherias and the Elysium
Fields when lit up”. There was a serious disputevben the different corporations, districts and
individuals to prepare lights, with one house albaig decorated with six thousand lamps!

The exuberance of the festivities sought to matehgoodwill of the King who granted
pardons to various of those accused in the 181ftrictions in  Pernambuco, excepd the
leaders, as well as the privilege of retirement armknsion to those who had served in the City
Council and other positions. He also granted theanCib of Rio de Janeiro the position of
Senhoria “which as well as being the Capital of the Unitddgdom of Brazil, had the honor to
watch My Glorious Coronation...”.

| cannot let the use of the expressiooronation by D. Jo&o related to his own
acclamation pass by without comment. In fact, dutime whole ritual, not only did no crown
appear, but D. Jodo appeared at the ceremony avtiat and greeted the people with it. As | has
already been said, by calling the Acclamation soiggnas acoronation historians and
chroniclers confused themselves. Even in detaitedwnts, such as that of Fatlirerereca we
can find expressions such as D. Joéao’s “liftingtled crown”, although in his memories the
crowning of the King is not mentioned once. It @ually Father Perereca who describes narrates
the path followed by El-Rei from the veranda to Beyal Chapel, each step accompanied by
applause, “which His Majesty benignly received watifability, the smile, the happiness in his
royal face,taKing off his hatat the different arches through which he passedMben he
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appeared before the people, he took off “with temeles and great majesty his hat three times,
many other times greeting his people, incliningtéad somewhaf®

Debret, who produced a number of paintings of t@amnation, did not portray D. Jo&do
with a crown at any time, since

“the sovereign only used his full dress uniform thve day of his

acclamation, though without a crown due to the amsthat had been
established since the dead of D. Sebastido in a@fiit 1580. D.

Sebastido, they say, was brought up to heaven tiwéhcrown on his

head and would return it again to Lisbon. For teigson, it was placed
on the throne alongside D. Jodo VI*.”

Indeed, not even D. Sebastido was crowned — irtiaddo having disappeared in 1578 -,
and despite having lent his name to a messianiagshenon with a long life, as we can see
through some Marrocos comments about Sebastiaeifared the long wait for the return of D.
Jodo VI to Portugal. The absence of the coronadioictu sensodid not diminish the sacred
character of the monarchy and its representatikssthe historian José Mattoso said, nothing
prevented the King from referring to his power otle royal crown, even if he did not actually
use it, as happened with D. Jodo VI. But this adgms to be a detail: even without a crown,

America now had its King.

5 - Back to the Atlantic

The first sovereigracclaimed in America, the King considered to bendiawn and to
pay little attention to the urgencies of his timaited long to be officially enthroned. On the
other hand, when he did this, he did not economizéhe ritualization, which was copied in
various places in Brazil for up to eight monthseTdrganizers of the royal confirmation with all
the possible pomp and circumstance did not netllecsymbolic weight of each step.

“? Luis Gongcalves dos Santos. Op. cit., p. 162-3.

“1 Cf.Jean-Baptiste DebreViagem pitoresca e histérica ao BrasBdo Paulo, Martins Fontes, 1975.
Angela Miranda Cardoso refers to tinadition of this interpretation inaugurated by Debret and continued
by John Armitage, Pedro Calmon, Octavio Tarquing kaifia Schwartz, with the latter having correcied

in a later work. The fantasy of this version prdigaipt more complex over time and, according to ohe
its versions, the crown was said to have been sloatly lost in North Africa “messianically waitingpr

the return of the young monarch so that once abaircould put it on.” Cf. Do sentido do estudo das
cerimdnias de entronizagdo brasileiras. Istvanstagarg.).Brasil: formacao do Estado e da Na¢&®&o
Paulo, Hucite; Ed. Unijui; Fapesp, 2003, p.569.
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The expenses for the festivities were paid for &y those who understood the
importance of D. Jodo for the defense of Braziligerests. The Board of Trade was responsible
for the construction of a triumphal arch, while tBenate of the Council financed the temple and
part of the elite supplied the lighting, as wellths personal contributions of various individuals
to the grandeur of the festivities.

TheGazeta do Rio de Janeirthe first newspaper in Brazil, founded in 180&idated a
special edition to the “glorious act of the Accldima or Dom JOAO SEXTO, Our August
Sovereign, and Model of the Monarchs of the Unie&rslescribing the solemnities in great
detail>. Marrocos, with his usual bad humor, worsenedHheyrhaladies of the tropics, sent his
father on 24 February 1818 some copies of3heeta warning

“that within them there is a want of precisenesd many lies, which |
cannot excuse, like narrating with enthusiasm thithat did not exist, or
giving value to pettiness, falling into absurditieer even into
ridiculousness, of not publishing facts and circtanees that are even

more essential in that A&t

Expecting the return of the King to Lisbon, likeetBebastianistdfarrocos demonstrated
his annoyance with the direction of events. A mhlose to the Minister Tomas Ant6nio Vila
Nova, he still did not get enthusiastic about teeemony: “I will feel very sorry not to be present
at this Act, for not seeing it, but as well as aate comfort being missing for this, it is probable
that | will find myself at home”, a way of escapitige effervescence of the streets and the
“fatigue that has already been started”.

Unlike D. Jo&o, it cost Marrocos to adapt himselfthie tropics. He described in long
passages the fevers that laid him low for days, sometimes for weeks, and politically he
remained loyal to the principles of the hierarclmatt subordinated Brazil to Portugal. He
accompanied from a distance what was happenindn@rother side of the Atlantic, where the
insistence for the King to return did not cease tralidea of the separation of Portugal and
Brazil began to spring up. More than ever the fepbf abandonment was immense, because the
old metropole, in his viewhad become a colony of Brazil. According to Oliegliima there was
an important movement of troops during the fesgésiin Rio “with the fear that there would be

2 Gazeta do Rio de Janeiro, 10 February 1818.
3 Marrocos, letter dated 24 February 1818.
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some demonstration of discontent by the Portugeésment for the acclamation having taken
place in Brazil*.

The same year as the acclamation, an anonymoasdetnplained about the inversion of
the colonial relationship “in relation to trade,ofgssions, factories, arts and agriculture” and
demanded that the Portuguese be given the sanm¢mteconferred on those from Brazil:

“...and are we not by chance vassals of Your Majastye treated in the
same way that Brazilians are now? How happy arg déinel us in such
disgrace? Your Majesty could very well help us,eottise in a while
Your Majesty will be King of a beggared and disge®eople®

Oliveira Lima analyzes the diverging opinions af ttwvo most important councilors of D.
Jodo VI, the Count of Palmela and the Minister Wiava, in these times of uncertainty. The first
dreamed of the English model of monarchy, insistimgt the King return to the seat of the old
court. Vila Nova defended the opposite: D. Jodaikhetay in Brazil, since “once disunited the
American Kingdom would no longer be linked to Ewetff The minister continued to believe
that the King could show the world from America tfogce of absolutism and monarchical
grandeur. The odes prepared at this time, manlyarhtbefore the acclamation, like the one cited
at the opening of this paper, seem deaf to thessigat were coming across the Atlantic and
melancholically acclaimed:

“If you see someday what you now see,
You Foreigners, confess sincerely

Which Sovereign, which People full of grace
Would compare with This?

Night turns into day; the city is

A luminous clarion of immense lights
Crackling fire echoes through the air,
Everything breathes jdy:

After choosing the right moment, after subverting tradition, D. Jodo VI was able for a
short time to take advantage of the grandeur ofgpdiat he had finally solemnly affirmed. He
returned to Portugal under as much pressure as Wadmad arrived in Brazil. Enthroned in
America, he returned to Portugal to enact, agdiisstvill, a constitution. Once again he arrived
late to the best part of the party.

* Oliveira Lima, p. 6009.

4 “Carta de hum fiel vassalo a El-Rei D. Jodo Vhatahdo o estado do reino de Portugal sob o governo
regencial e pedindo a volta de S.M.” apud laraCi#svalho de Souz&atria Coroada O Brasil como
corpo politico autbnomo 1780-1831. S& Paulo, UnEa§9, p.58

“%)Jdem, p.649-50.

*” Ode andnimaapudLuiz Gongalves dos Santos. Op.cit., p.181.
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