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customs through law 1872-1877
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ABSTRACT

This article reconstructs the process that culminated ifiDbereto Amunategui”, which allowed
Chilean women to apply for university, and analyzes the polengiguised in public opinion. To
this end, there is a recount of the initiatives by two fereatmndary high school directors, Antonia
Tarrag6 and Isabel Le Brun (1872 and 1876), for the recognition of their stiedemhs to apply to
the Universidad de Chile. Press commentaries on their unsudogfsfts contributed to building
up the political environment for the signing, in February, 1877, by Migued Amunategui,
Minister of Education, of the decree facilitating the admittasfagomen to higher education.

This article reflects on the significance of this decenetlhe context of the underlying secularization
process, by paying special attention to the conflict expresseheirpositions adopted by the
Catholic and liberal presses. The conclusion is that thesasdisns express the tension between
tradition and modernity taking place in Chilean culture during the secondfltiaé 19th century.
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INTRODUCTION

As from 1810, the death of the monarchical system in Latin Amdeftahe political
structure headless. This void was filled with republicanisnt.iBwas not easy to bring about the
necessary transformations in these new nations, much lest# way. In our continent, the19
century is one of constructions: constructing a nation, formisgaée. To this end, the Spanish
inheritance was of great help, as Diego Portales observed. Cthe efements that took on an
important role was education. The implementation of the new riepabbrder required that the
new citizens, and those that could become citizens, know andt dciseprder. Education had to
become “the main task of the state and the most important somiaks it will prevent the
uncertainties of the new and unconsolidated ideology to materas social instability” Thus, the
terror of anarchy required that the governing class makedaiowas effort to include new sectors in
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the citizenship. But who would be those destined to enter therotams? Men, women, rich, poor?
How much education should they receive? Only primary instructiacbrdlary and higher
education as well? In this article we will concentrate on peeiic group: women. Though society
recognized the important role of mother to future citizens, who tdhght in their youngest years,
it took time for women to have access to a complete educatiothatniacluded university studies
as well. In 1881 the first woman got enrolled in the UniversdiadChile, four years after the
signing of the decree that allowed women to pursue higher edlucdthown as Decreto
Amunategui after the Minister of Education that created igudi Luis Amunategdi These events
did not lack controversy. One must not forget the discussion thedatbdzed the second half of
the 19th century: the expansion of laicism and supposed withdrawzathblicism to the area of
personal life. In other words, secularization took the flo@firigd as the inclination of people to
understand reality and the nature of things through reason, lemligigus explanations asije
secularization was transversally present in every publicapitébate during this period. With this
article, we not only pretend to address the educational sutgelft but also contribute to the
knowledge of the transformations in the people’s spirits. Theseformations, a product of
secularization, had obvious consequences in the shaping of the natibie atatd, as shown by the
Secular Laws and the upheavals caused by them. In response ¢alltttd some historians
regarding the need to “write down the history of seculadr&t, this article will show that the
discussion about the role women should have in society, and the tygecatien and instruction
they should receive, is part of the debate about the sectitamizz this society. The entry of
women in university was considered to be a triumph for the I&heaad in our opinion, it was also
a step forward typical of the $9century: it represented a change in the gradual process of
spreading education in the various areas of sdci@gspite the statement that “Catholicism
appears as one of the antagonistic forces that was finallatddfe the defenders of higher
education for women never considered religion to be a perniciousmlerfihose schools for girls

2 Other Latin American countries were living the sasituation as Chile. The 1870s and 1880 wereinictebates about
female instruction. In Peru, the first woman todstin university (but without finishing her studjesas Maria Trinidad
Enriquez, who embarked on the study of law in 18 obtained her baccalaureate in 1878. In ArgantCecilia
Grierson became the first female professional ofdeeintry when she obtained the title of medicagyjeun on July 2nd
1889, followed three years later by Elvira RawslonMexico, Matilde Montoya completed her studiesnoddicine on
August 25" 1887. In these three countries, the future pridesss had to apply for a special permit of thehatities to
enroll in university and in Mexico, miss Montoyadhifne staunch support of the President,

Porfirio Diaz. In Brasil things were different. 881 Maria Augusta Generosa Estrella obtaineditierin Medicine,
thus becoming the first female Latin American pssfenal. However, she studied in the United Statémre female
education was well advanced by then (the first fertks physician Elisabeth Blackwell, obtained fige in1845), so her
case can not be studied in the context df @8ntury Latin American societies. The first Brzil woman to obtain a
university title in Brazil was Rita Lobato Velho pes, who graduated December 10th 1887, after thergment decided
to open the doors of university to women in 18TOCblombia things evolved at a surprisingly sloveg@aOnly in 1936
Colombian women started to follow university stwdi@gainst the will of the church), while in Boblyialthough we
haven't found information about the first femalduansity students, the discussion about the quaatid quality of the
instruction women should receive was as virulerthan1870s and 1880s as in Chile. For the studeofi, see Francisca
Denegri,El abanico y la cigarrera. La primera generacion oheijeres ilustradas en el Perliima, Ediciones IEP, 1996,
127-128; for Argentina, Cynthia Jeffress Little,diEcacion, filantropia y feminismo: partes integesntle la feminidad
argentina. 1860-1926", in Asuncién Lavrin (ed.as mujeres latinoamericanas. Perspectivas hisagidléxico D.F.,
Fondo de Cultura Econdmica, 1985, 276-285. For btexhttp:// mujereshoy.com/secciones/1147_3.shmt. Brazil,
June E. Hahner, “La prensa feminista del siglo XI1¥s derechos de las mujeres en el Brasil”, inricgp\Las mujeres
latinoamericanas316-318. For Colombia, Asuncién Lavrin, “Recuesdi@! siglo XX”, inRevista de Historia Social y de
las MentalidadesAfo VI, Vol. 1-2, 2004, Santiago, 17-18. ForlBia, Las mujeres en la historia de Bolivia. Imagenes
y realidades del siglo XIX (Antologia&§tudy and introduction by Beatriz Rossells, La,Eaditorial Anthropos, 2001, 96-
103y 396-410.
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that wanted their students to attend university had religi@setaand the teachers were Cathblics
The subject in the discussion about secularization is the 8t&tds the one being secularized (or
the people that conform it), and the church is expelled anthsattze same standing as all other
public actors. The church could no longerdwerything In fact, in a plural society thisverything
did no longer exist, but there were actors who competed to agtgi@mony inside the civilian
society. The state acted as a regulator of these actors.

This article has two parts. The first refers to the itntes of the directors of female
secondary schools, Antonia Tarragé and Isabel Le Brun, to havesityivaommissions validate
their students’ exams, the press coverage of their requesthe enactment of the Amunategui
decree that allowed women to enter university. In this segt®mpostulate that the Amunategui
decree was an example of the meeting of modernity and tradi@maatéristic of the Tcentury,
and that this decree was vital for the forming of the ¢ighép of this new nation. Both elements —
tradition and modernity- don’t exclude one another. Claiming that one is above theothe: lead
to a reductionist discussion that would not be of use to the stadding of our past. The “battle”
between tradition and modernity led to a compromise between bothe Wwhtr traditional and
modern aspects survive. On the other hand, we think that a detaileunt of the facts surrounding
the school directors requests and the signing of the Amunéategaeedeall be a contribution to the
history of female education, as there is no bibliography (asasame know, at least) that
reconstructs this process. THaales de la Universidad de Chileave been vital for our
investigation. The sessions of the University Council recordétese texts allowed us to know the
development of these requests step byPstep
In the second part, we will revise the controversy in the et time following the signing of
the decree (February"8877). During the two months after that date, the catholic press, represented
by El Estandarte Catdlicoconfronted liberal paper&t-Mercurio, El Ferrocarril, La RepublicaEl
DeberandLa Patria— on the convenience of women having higher education. We have identified
four topics in the controversy: woman’s biological mission imgatible with the practice of
liberal professions; the social role of woman is to formvigials who will become good citizens

" Tancredo Pinochet, son of Isabel Le Brun (thectlireof a girls school that wanted her studentattain university)
once made a speech that showed the secularizingaan@mbient of the period. He stated that dofebé$ “was a
religious woman, but not a fanatical one”. This wasing the ceremony to place the first stone ofaument in honor
of his mother and Antonia Tarrag6 in 1941. “Losnghes maestrosRevista de EducacioiN® 5, Santiago, 1941, 6.

8 The bibliography about the Amunéategui decreertapam being scarce and reporting the facts indetefy, in some
cases has a serious defect: it only refers to pleetacular and progressive measure of including avomto university
life. While this perception is accurate, we thitbksi necessary to go even further and explain teeed in terms of the
debate of the period, as we have already said.fdllmving authors have referred to the Amunategedrde: Amanda
Labarca H.Historia de la ensefianza en Chil8antiago, Editorial Universitaria, 1939, 161-1&&hberto Hernandez
Ponce, “Bachillerato y titulos profesionales pargares. Ideas y pasiones de hace cien afm/ista de Educacios3,
Santiago, September 1977, 30-34; Teresa Pereieaniijer en el siglo XIX”, in Lucia Santa Cretal., Tres ensayos
sobre la mujer chilenaSantiago, Editorial Universitaria, 1978, p. 18&rios autoresActividades femeninas en Chile
Santiago, Imprenta y Litografia La llustracion, 89 Erika Maza, “Liberales, radicales y la ciudadadé la mujer en
Chile (1872-1930)"Estudios Publicos69, Santiago, 1998, 330-338; Maria José Zaldisamin,Participacion femenina
en Chile durante la segunda mitad del siglo XIXavés del ejercicio de las libertades de imprenta,ensefianza y de
asociacion Thesis to apply to the decree of graduate in laand History, Pontificia Universidad Catdlica de khi
Santiago, 2002; and Emma Salas Neumann, “La edurcatiperior y los movimientos de emancipacién denlger
chilena, 1877-1950", in Robert Austin (edljtelectuales y educacion superior en Chile: delddependencia a la
democracia transicional, 1810-200%antiago, Ediciones CESOC, 2004, 39-58. In outiop, Maza has come closest to
the subject, stating that the Amunategui decrees‘ilia final result of a succession of events, ithdtided conservative
initiatives, decisions by the University Councildathe pressure of the school directors”, as wel sieal later on in this
paper. The relationship between the facts she poiat is concluded by Sol Serrano in her classickwiniversidad y
nacion. Chile en el siglo XIXp. 339. On the other hand, Maria José Zaldivéwésis publishes Antonia Tarrag6’s
request, but doesn’t report on the reception byUhiersidad de Chile, as the author doesn’t useAtiales de la
Universidad de Chile Finally, the brief article by Hernandez Poncenes close to the core of the subject, stating“that
the cause of female education were not caught tip the nuisance of anticlericalism, the church wopiobably have
responded in a more favorable way. But could omeet anticlericalism and antiroyalism —inevitapbarts of national
politics- to be forgotten in those years, facechwaitcontroversy of this nature?”.



in the future, but should a mother be skilled or only educated?erie liberal professions as a
way to obtain fortune; and the professional woman: will sheitfiédl atheism or will she save
herself from the claws of fanaticism?

THE REQUESTS BY ANTONIA TARRAGO ANOSABEL LE BRUN
AND THE AMUNATEGUI DECREE

Forwards, always forwards! The requests by Antonia Tarragé

It is known that a people’s happiness depends on the civilizatidts @hdividuals under the
protection of the law; but we cannot obtain civilization withauwtrk and this is taught to us by
customs. These two elements of social life, laws and custmm® to us through the two beings
that compose the human species. If they are just they bring aloguéss; but for progress to fly
fast, it has to be driven in the same way by both

With these words and putting women on the train to progress, Ant@mragé started her
request before the University Council. She wanted the counddllitate the exams of her students
of the “Santa Teresa” school so they could apply for univerlitwas October 1872 and the
beginning of a long road: Chilean women would step by step begin tpaski public life as an
active and independent actor.

Dofia Antonia Tarragé Gonzalez had founded the “Santa Teresa” snhb®b4 to offer
secondary female instruction. As she said herself, her aintovakevelop women'’s intelligence,
purify their morale and cultivate their psychological abilittsThe school constantly had pupils
(in the 40 years of its life, more than 12.000 students occupiedass@bms), but the beginning
was not easy. This, according to the founder, was because the level ofitlngtf&Chilean women
was in a deplorable state in that time. There were stifliops unfavorable to female education,
“remnants of the colonial timé&” Women only received the most elemental knowledge.

To this “torpor of customs” society was living in, one had to adtl ‘fpovernment did not
supply the means for their instruction”. That is why, Tarragidtinoued, it was necessary to “lift
women’s spirits so they raise their eyes to the temple ehsef. But how? She gave the answer
herself:

Showing her, as to the Three Wise Men, the star before hisersity titles will be the star that
stimulates her and moved by noble emulation, woman will reach the sanctuaondédge?.

The idea was to stimulate women to continue studying. There would bee for them to
reach sixth year of secondary school if they could not go anlgeturfhis is the origin of the
request the educator presented to the University Council. A “thounslédow” as Tarragd herself
called it.

Her petition was favored by the decree that establishettebdom of exams issued by
the Ministry of Education on January"16f that year. The school director stated in her request that

° Request of Antonia Tarragé to the University Calyr8antiago, October 1872, Archive of the Ministf/Education
(from now on AME), vol. 206, 99, foja 2.
19 Memoria leida por la directora del Liceo de Santrdsa en el acto literario musical en conmemoradaiéh XXX
%niversario de la fundacion de este establecimiehtrio 1864 Santiago, Imprenta Mejia, 1894, 4.

Ibid.
2bid., 5
13 Dictated by the only conservative representativehe cabinet of president Federico Errazuriz, ¢b@ifuentes, this
decree established that the State schools woulbaekxamined by private schools as “this task lea®ine excessively
expensive and detrimental to the Instituto [Nacifinand from then on, exams would be taken inbgpective schools,
and they would be valid to apply for university. i§tdisposition raised turmoil in the Universidad Gaile, the



the decree “irons out some difficulties”, that is to say,ak&ms no longer had to be taken at the
Instituto Nacional.

However, it is necessary to pause and ask oneself why Antormiagdasent the request.
The decree of January L %lready made things easy for her. There was no previousatemis
about women’s education, neither one that permitted it nor one that prohibited & wWdweno need
to ask for women’s exams to be valid to apply for univeigitiyere was no disposition that stated
the opposite. Clearly, there was no female secondary school finlaydee state. All fiscal schools
were for boys. Perhaps that is why dofia Antonia made her reduésthat, besides, makes this
document especially relevant. In her book about the Universidad de iGhtie 19 century, Sol
Serrano asks who wants education, and if it is a social demandtateanitiative. The historian
postulates that the State “was the modernizing axis of educdt@one that introduced scientific
knowledge, the one that formed professions”. That is why the Wiileel de Chile “represented a
top-down reform that in a medium time frame, managed to generatecial demand for
knowledge™.

When one asks the same questions in the case of female seamtihigher education the
answers are different. Tarragd’s request represents #ieaofiia part of society to educate and
instruct women, that is to say, it was a wish for bottom-up réfotdowever, the fact that the first
step towards female education wasn't taken by the State, tomeah that the State did not
participate in the process once it took off. Once there wsyaand for education, it was possible
that the State would enthusiastically join this initiatiV@at is why the following question comes
up: how was Tarragd’s request received at the Council?

There was a discussion inside this organism about women having theerrigght to obtain
university degrees. In the session of Octob&t 1872, in which the request was read, the dean of
the Faculty of Medicine, don José Joaquin Aguirre, and the Univsrsecretary, Miguel Luis
Amunétegui, said that they did not know of any disposition that ptediiomen from aspiring to
university degrees, that the issue at stake only had to do witiméw manifesting, like men, their
competence through the same examinatiSnsfowever, Gabriel Ocampo, dean of the Faculty of
Law, cited thelLey de Partidasthat prohibited woman to practice fHwThe rector Ignacio

government and the press, in which defenders offibedom of education and those of a State-run dckygstem
confronted each other. The text of this decre@ggstered inAnales de la Universidad de Chifitom now onAUCH),
book XLVI, 1872, 19-21. The controversy surroundifis measure is analyzed in detail in Serrddniversidad y
Nacion 229-239.

14 SerranoUniversidad y Nacién16.

15 We are not denying the role Serrano assigns t&the as “modernizing axis of education”, butantfreaffirming it.
The historian herself states that the educatioefarms promoted by the Chilean State led to a bagenand “in a
medium time frame”. We think that women’s inter@séducation, as shown in Antonia Tarragd’s request as we shall
see in that of Isabel Le Brun, represent this $aldenand that arose in the medium time frame. Aaldidly, women felt
that the State was concentrated on educating m&matrwomen. In that sense, we can affirm that worta&e the first
step in their secondary and higher education, butainitiate a parallel process to the existidg@tion system — that of
men — but to integrate themselves in the natiodatation network (which isn’t the same as the Statevork). We think
that the formation of the i@century individual is at the core of this discossibe it man or woman, in the light of the
ideas about modernity that included a politicatsysbased on popular sovereignty. In this way, atioic becomes the
first step towards the formation of individuals whudly participate in the public sphere. Women ginthis progress a bit
later, and of their own initiative. There is a deepnalysis about who wants education in the intctidn of the work by
Sol SerrandJniversidad y naciénand in the article by the same author “¢ Quién queeeducacion? Estado y familia en
Chile a mediados del siglo XIX”, in Pilar Gonzalb&puru (ed.),Educacion y Familia en Iberoamériciexico, 1999,
153-171, centered on the expansion of primary ddurcarhe subject is also analyzed in the work by

Francois Furet and Jacques Ozdaiirfe et ecrire Paris, 1977.

6 AUCH, volume XLVI, 1872, 342.

Y The law cited by Ocampo is written in the thipdrtida, title six and reads: “No woman, however much she h
knowledge, can be a lawyer for another individmahilawsuit. This is for two reasons. The firstcdugse it is neither a
balanced nor an honest thing for a woman to taka oran’s profession, being publicly involved witlem to reason for
someone else. The second, because in ancient itimes defended so by wise men. A woman called udaih was
knowledgeable but she was so shameless that shethmglidges angry with her voice, and they coolddeal with her.
Considering the first reason we stated in this lamg seeing that when women loose their shame,dthard thing to



Domeyko and José Larrain Gandarillas, ecclesiastic membée dEduncil, were of the opinion
that it wasn't up to them, but to the Ministry of Education toidke¢he matter. That is why the
request of dofia Antonia was turned to don Abdén Cifuentes the followiny day

Before the Ministry’s answer arrived, on Novembe¥2five sessions after the reading of
Tarrag@’s request, the educator sent a document to the univgositgil in which she detailed the
classes that were given in her establishieBut Cifuentes hadn’t answered yet, so no decision
was taken about the issue. Only on DecembBrdbtument 2409 was sent to the Council, in which
the Minister said that “before issuing a resolution allwigtsubject, the government wants to know
the opinion of the University Council”. He requested the Councilnalyze the issue and then to
sent its decision to the Minisf® This ministerial documerwas read in the session of December
13" but the discussion “was left pendifl”For the next session? The final decision came in
November 1873. The delay was due to the large workload of the Céwhiih in fact, it had) and
it had to be discussed again on another date. It was dofia &rftarmagd who insisted on her
petition. In the records of the session of Novembé&r which informs of the educator's demand, it
is written that she asks the Council to “release a ra@pguestednonths agdoy the Ministry of
Education®. Apparently in this occasion it was easy to reach an agreefnéaw lines stated that
“after some discussions, it was agreed to tell the Ministdedofcation that the Council sees no
inconvenience for women to aspire to obtain university dedreélfie answer was sent to the
minister on November 17. However, Abdén Cifuentes no longer occupiegositton. He had had
to leave his post in august 1873 because of the controversydcisatbe decree of freedom of
exams that had made it easier for Tarragd to send her refjbeshew minister was José Maria
Barceld, who never repliét

The press wasn't indifferent to Tarragd’s intents. Thei@es®of the University Council
were usually published in the most important newspapers of thérgoaind the delay of Tarragd’s
request was easy sdel. Independientgublished extensive articles about the issue. In December
1872, Maximo Ramon Lira set out his ideas in an essay titledrilljar. Sus deberes politicos y
sociales” (“Woman. Her political and social obligations”). Hedrto unravel if women could
aspire to obtain university degrees, practice liberal prioiessand have political rights. Lira started
admitting women’s physical weakness in comparison to that of merihis didn’'t mean that their
intelligence was weak as well. Those who stated the opposésonming that women have never
produced any masterpieces, forgot that women have never receivedueation to help them
create masterpiec@sHowever, Lira said, the issue in question isn't if women apable enough

listen to them, and to discuss with them, and leagrirom the bad results that arose from Calfumiadices, they
defended that no woman could reason for someomé. ¢las siete partidas del sabio Rey D. Alfonso elT&mo II,
Barcelona, Imprenta de Antonio Bergnes, 1844, 17D-1
18 Memorandum of the University Council to the Mimjsof Education, Santiago, October 19th 1872, AM&, 206, 99,
file 1.
19 Descriptive geography, ancient history, arithmegacred history, Spanish grammar and catechism.
20 Official letter of the Ministry of Education, AbdoCifuentes, to the Rector of the Universidad deleC Ignacio
Domeyko, Santiago, December™1872, AME, vol 239, 486. Copy book. This documisnieproduced in the newspaper
El IndependienteSantiago, December18th 1872, 3.
2L AUCH, volume XLVI, 1872, 414.
z AUCH, volume XLVIII, 1873, 522. Emphasized by thisfzort

Ibid.
%4 Despite the fact that her initiative had no pesitiesults, Tarragé did not give up and, perhapmgehat with written
requests —that had led to bureaucratic proceedirgle would not obtain concrete results, she veetdlk in person with
the Minister of Education (Barcel6) on several @iuas to set out her request. Even so, her effegte fruitless. These
interviews were not registered in any governmerudeent, or in any in possession of Tarrag6. Shg @férs to these
intents in her discourse during the commemoratioth® 30 years of the founding of her school, i®4:8The director
repeated her requests, on various occasions gditie Ministers that occupied the post; but did olotain favorable
results”.Memoria leida por la directora del Liceo de Sant&ésa 8.
% Maximo R. Lira, “La mujer. Sus deberes politicosogiales 117, inEl Independiente Santiago, December 22nd 1872,
2.



to follow scientific studies; it is necessary to understahg they have not chosen to study them.
Lira presents two causes:

Firstly, because of an erroneous opinion and general concerrdiagcty which they have been
considered inept to follow scientific studies successfulhd, an the second place, because they
themselves have done little to get rid of the ignorance and stipksfithat seems to have befallen

thent®.

Lira postulates that women must not leave their intelligammultivated, “because God,
who has not done useless things, has not endowed them with intelligelmee them use it only
for frivolousness”. After explaining the need for women to illastrthemselves, Lira analyses the
feasibility for women to develop professionally. From a lgmaiht of view, there is no obstacle,
Lira states, as “our legislation doesn’t prohibit women to stadyecome a lawyer, doctor, or other
liberal professionaf”. If there is no obstacle for women to practice scientifafgwsions (and this
makes the discussion in the University Council unnecessaryg, rielevant to answer if it is
convenient both for society and for women, to have women receive a highmation. Society
would be immensely benefited by the expansion of woman’s illustraa®rshe is the center of
family, the basis of all social organization. As for the coimece for women, they must decide it
themselves, because, Lira states, “in this, as in all analaggues, the right solution is the one of
freedom”.

We think that Lira’s questions are relevant because they mskeflect on other types of
“conveniences”: is it convenient to increase women'’s scopegiohaget them out of their houses
and take them into the public sphere? Is it convenient for themcttange the comfortable living
rooms of their houses for a hospital ward or to a courtroom, alllacghich they can relate to
people outside of their intimate circle? If women develop aetivities the social order can change
and this will obviously bring about consequences. When women develop thesnisethe public
sphere (understood as any place outside the home, that is to dayme of publicity, not
property®), women will get interested in problems that are not orlted to them, but to society
as a whole, and they will be in condition to take part in the psookgenerating authorities. In fact,
Lira states it like this:

When woman develops a more important role in society than she ndeesdays, when her
intelligence and activity are part of public progress and priigpthen it will not be very difficult
to get her some participation in the issues of the Btate

Despite the support of the press and her repeated requestsaArdorsigd did not receive
a resolution of her petitidh Then in 1876 a new government took office. Anibal Pinto became
President and designated don Miguel Luis Amunéategui as Mimeétdustice, Cult and Public
Education. New authorities, new attempts, but these were donmeotheaeducator and director of
a female school: Isabel Le Brun de Pinochet. Would she manaiydfilothe wishes of dofia
Antonia?

%8 Ibid.

7 Ibid.

28 About the definitions of “public sphere” accordibg publicity or property, see Sol Serrano, “Ldimieién de lo
publico en un Estado Catdlico. El caso chileno.0:8885”, Estudios Publicas76, 1999, Santiago, 211-232.

29 Maximo R. Lira, “La mujer. Sus deberes politicosogiales 111", inEl Independiente Santiago, December 29th 1872,
2. This sentence is very up to date in Chile aitlbenent, in 2006.

30 But she never paused. Loyal to the sentence geated to her students to motivate them in theiliss, “forwards,
always forwards!” she continued giving classes umhnities. Her students had to take exams in fobrommissions
formed by Tarrago6 to prove that “woman is capatblassimilating profound knowledgeMemoria leida por la directora
del Liceo de Santa Teresa



The request of Isabel Le Brun

Isabel Le Brun Reyes was born in San Felipe in 1845. Aftangettarried she lived some
time in Copiap0, and then she moved to Santiago where she found@blibgio de la Recoleta”
(“Recoleta School”) for women in 1875, later known as “Liceo lshbeBrun de Pinochet”. There
she not only gave primary instruction, but she also taught huma(sgiesndary school). At the end
of the second year of the school’s functioning, on Decenib&B16, she decided to send a request
to the University Council to ask for the nomination of universiynmissions to assist to and
validate her students” exams.

Le Brun starts her petition explaining that she has no knowlefig&any university
disposition that regulates the exams taken by the young womeradpaé to guarantee their
aptitudes with legal certificates so as to be able to ehbigher degree¥” Additionally, there is
no “study plan for young women”; while there are norms for those widy sn private schools.
Dofia Isabel thought her petition could be met if exposed in the &ift@tion. Just like Antonia
Tarragd, dofia Isabel leaned on the existing decrees. The coritbdersee of January 15,872
that was of so much use to Tarragd, didn’t exist anymore. It hadéglesed in January 1874 by a
new decre® that, in turn, was reformed eight months later in referémtlee exams of students of
private schoof§.

Le Brun emphasized that, on seeing the educational developments diatighters, some
parents of her students had exhorted her “to give them thiargea | search for in my request for
exams assisted by university commissions”. This proves Hetotigin of extending female
education comes “from below”; it isn’'t an initiative of theat®t but of privates that ask for the
government’s help. How did the government respond? Did dofia ksabgliest suffer the same
fate as that of Tarragé?

Apparently, things started as slowly as they did four yeafsrdaeLe Brun had asked for the
commissions to operate on Decembet, 3lut the University Council acknowledged reception of
the document only on the ®2f that month. It was agreed to assign the Dean of the Fadulty o
Humanities, Francisco Vargas Fontecilla, to visit the schotdadfel Le Brun and present a report
afterwards. This decision was preceded, as written in the repottte session, with “some
discussion about woman’s right to give exams to apply to univetsiygain, an already settled
subject was discussed (as we have already seen immeldth Tarrago’s initiative). Besides, this
subject had already been communicated, in its time, to the Ministducation. However, dofia
Isabel did not give up and complying with the petition of Vargastecilla, sent the Council a
detailed report of the state of her establishment on Decembét, 284hlaining how she planned to

31 The petition by Isabel Le Brun is published.i RepUblicaSantiago, January 16 1877, 2.

32 The decree of January"1@874 clearly established that the initiative obtyears before had brought about more harm
than benefits, because in the first argument giriégemble was written: “The decree of January 1818..] has had bad
results in practice, because it has helped abbseshive compromised the seriousness of the stugisg against the
government’s purposesAUCH, volume XLVIII, 1874, 18.

33 The decree of Novembel'd874 stated in article 18: “The private schookt teach the complete course of humanities
and have the necessary instruments for the teadfipfysical and natural sciences —and having thigdusity Council
proof of this- can request special commissions wilitreceive exams inside the schools. These casimns will be
formed by two tenured members and one substitetsgdated by the Council, and a teacher of thedawesignated by
its rector”. Isabel Le Brun based her request ads disposition. For the complete decree, Betetin de las leyes i
decretos del Gobierndook XLII (volume 2), Santiago, Imprenta Nacions874 andAUCH, volume XLVI, 1874, 477-
481.

% AUCH, volume L, 1876, 468.

% The teaching staff of the school of Isabel Le Bisiras follows: Isabel Le Brun (Literature and Graam); Ernesto
Turenne (Literature, Grammar, Higiene and Naturatdty); Carlos Gonzalez Ugalde (French); Guillerdavies
(English and Arythmetics); Alberto Burg (German &dsmography); M. Fidel Pinochet (Ancient and Grekstory);
Eduardo de la Barra (History of America and of kiiedle Ages); Priest C. Emilio Leén (Sacred Histaryd Religion);
Nicanor Romo (Descriptive and physical Geograpi8gbriel Campos (Drawing and Painting); and Marga@iaviedes



adjust to teach all the required humanities (secondary school) courses. Ipdltisstee insisted her
work would be much easier if the Council resolved “about some ngly program planned for the
solid education of women, which would be implemented in my school, mgeati demands
accurately®®. Up until then the school followed the plan of the Instituto Nacidnahe session of
December 29 the Council listened to the conclusions of Vargas Fonteciléa hfs visit to the
school of dofa Isabel. The dean stated that “as for the rigttoofen to take exams [before
university commissions], there are, in my judgment, no reasonsoitd® them®’. However, no
resolution was taken, “as it is late, the session was adjbuiesving the prior issue pendirigy”
There was no reason to lose heart, as (looking at the filled bftie glass of water and not at the
empty one) the Council only had to dictate a resolution about somdtienmiembers already
seemed to agree upon, in favor of the request of Le Brun. But dismmuragement did come.
During the following sessions (on Janualy@hd 11" 1877) the issue wasn’'t even mentioned and
then the Council took summer vacations until March.

This new failure to widen female education didn't go unndtid® the pressEl
Independientavas the first to cover the news, informing in their edittddrDecember 16th 1876
that they knew of Le Brun’s request and that “two young women who ter/have the intention
to apply to the degree of baccalaureate in humanities and philodbphy”

But the newspaper that raised alarm for the rest of thespvad.a Republica when it
destined, in its edition of January™@877, ample space to the intents of Isabel Le Brun. Her
request was published, as well as her report about the stage establishment and the sessions of
the Council in which the subject was dealt WittThe delay was plain to see. The next daly,
Ferrocarril criticized the Council for its negligence, stating that “unfoately it has not resolved
an issue that it should not have discussed for a minute but shaugdrdsolved in a secorfd”
After a brief review of the facts, the newspaper stated‘the New Year has not given the Council
inspiration and the organism is pursuing that during vacation”nvileeality, according to the
editorial, it was a matter of unfounded delays. Just like Méxiira in 1872 El Ferrocarril asked
where this law was that prohibited women from receivingradic and higher education. The
newspaper was categorical in its answer:

There is no such law. And if this law doesn’t exist, the UnityeSouncil can’t have discussed if
women did or didn’t have the right to higher education. If there isawp the right of women is
perfect, unless we establish that women in Chile are outbielelaw. But this impertinent
declaration wouldn’'t be used by the doctors of our University. Thé University Council is

confined to avoiding handing out undeserved titles. If a woman who dedkegestitles, claims

them, the Council, by denying her these, would incur in an arbitrary act of teetasie possibté

de Lara and Telésforo Cabero (Singing and Piant} [i5t was published iha RepublicaSantiago, January 16th 1877,
2.

% The report is also publishedlim RepublicaSantiago, January 16th 1877, 2.

3" AUCH, volume L, 1876, 477.

% |bid.

39 El IndependienteSantiago, December 16th 1876, p. 2. Two weeks, lan December 29th, the newspaper published a
letter in support of Le Brun signed by the teachens integrated the commissions that took her stisd@xams and that,
by the way, were not nominated by the universitit,liy Le Brun herself to prove her students” abdgitAccording to the
signatories, the exams were “worthy of being seethb university commissionsEl IndependienteSantiago, December
1876, 1. This letter was also publishedEirFerrocarril, Santiago, December 80876, 2 and ifl.a RepUblicaSantiago,
January 18 1877, 2.

40| a RepublicaSantiago, January 16th 1877, 2.

41 E| Ferrocarril, Santiago, January 17th 1877, 2. This editoriad vepublished irEl Deber Valparaiso, January ¥g
1877, 2.

42 |bid. Faced with the angry reaction&ifFerrocarril, a letter published i&l Independienten January 18 signed by “a
school director” recalls that the issue of thedatiion of women’s exams dates back to 1872, whiea director of Santa
Teresa school presented the University Council thithsame request another director is presenting.Wwho was this
“school director"? It wouldn't be too farfetched assume it was Antonia Tarragd herself. Did shetwan efforts to be



El Independientaesumes the subject of the legality of women’s entry toeusity on
January 20. With a reproachful tone, Maximo Lira criticizes the “Géhioned” actions of the
university organism:

What law or what moderately understandable reason supports thedilgi@ouncil in its denial to
admit the rights of young women’s school students to obtain university degrees?
None that we know of, unless it is the law of customs, the mestesand inflexible of all. But in
our legislation there is no disposition stating that professicaralers are exclusively open to men.
And, above all, if there is no law prohibiting women to aspireld@in a university degree, with
what right does the Council refuse to satisfy this legitingsgiration? The doctors of that wise
organism must know that all is licit which laws do not profiibit

How could this situation be clarified? Lira praised the initeabf the fathers who founded
a secondary school for their daughters in Valparaiso, because

The issue pending before the University Council will be resdlkedday the school in Valparaiso
opens its doors, becautt®at simple facwill prove that, according to the government, women are
capable of receiving university degr&es

The sentence “that simple fact” shows that the bottom of tleeigh®on was not if women
had or did not have the right to study in university, there was no doultt thiad since there was no
legislation that prohibited it. In fact, Le Brun’s request didmikito validate female exams before
university commissions, but aimed at the Council forming thosemissions before December
31%, as it understood that there was no exclusive legislatiorséoondary and higher female
education, so these would be guided by the same norms as those afdonzdé&on. It was Le
Brun’s wish that a “study plan be dictated soon for the solid instruction o&mom

At the end of Januarnygl Mercurio added a new element to the debate: there were no
female secondary schools that depended on the State, so eduwaithaccessible to all, and
parents had to pay for the education of their daughters in peataols. The newspaper asked
Minister Amunategui to “formulate a complete study programalbithe secondary schools for
girls, considering their peculiariti€§’ However, Amunategui did not create a study plan for
women (and thus, State female secondary schools), but issuedeattiatadlowed women to enter
university. Was it the right thing to do?

praised? It is possible, considering that the pireggeneral praised the director of the RecoletaoStwithout reserve,
something which could have made Tarragé uncomftrtdh fact, on January f8La Republicastated that before the
existence of dofia Isabel’s school, female secongidugation was not developed: “The humanities @suthe young
women are taught there is something new for usj @sewe are to educate our daughters only with selsr@ental
notions of grammar, arithmetic, geography, religisome French and piano. Up until now, our schaasot give
another instruction to our students, even if it ngethat they have to repeat the same things eweay [y..]. Recoleta
School is something new in Chile and part of atpasfuture that will soon be a radical reformraet social revolution in
the interests of our fair sex”. More so, in the moeies of Tarragd during her commemorative speech®f30 years of
her school, she doesn’t mention Le Brun's requdsmshe refers to the Amunategui decree. She eplyrts her
repeated intents since 1872 and the generosityioistdr Miguel Luis Amunategui, who, when he todkiae in 1876
“occupied himself since the first moment preferaiblattending the request by Santa Teresa Schislginoria leida por
la directora del Liceo de Santa Tere$a

43 E| IndependienteSantiago, January 20th 1877, 1. On the sameRldyiercurio asked the same question and reached
the same conclusions as the Santiago newspapeat‘iMv prevents the Council to comply with thisywgrst demand?
Don’t women have perfect right to study and to picacany profession men do? Then, what are thatlitynand those
scruples due to? If it is ridiculous for a womardedicate herself to the forum or medicine, etat th her issue and not
that of the University Council, whose role is redddo inform about what is legal or illegal in theetensions of the
applicant”.El Mercurio, Valparaiso, January 20th 1877, 2. It is rephielisinEl Independientef January 2%, 1.

4 E| IndependienteSantiago, January #877, 1. Emphasized by this author.

45 See the beginning of this paragraph

46 E| Mercurio, Valparaiso, January 27th 1877, 2



The Amunategui decree. Allowing something that wasn’t forbidden

On February‘S" 1877, in Vifia del Mar, the Minister of Justice, Cult and Pubdiacation,
don Miguel Luis Amunategui, signed the decree that was to becoaraladrk in the history of
female education: the validation of women’s exams before university S3onms:

Considering:

1° That it is convenient to stimulate women to pursue serious and solid studies

2° That they can practice some of the scientific professions with advaviaigmen;

3° That it is important to give them the means to earn their living for theesséldecree:

Women must be admitted to take valid exams to obtain univditkity, as long as they comply
with the same dispositions men have to resporid to

It is a landmark in the history of female education, but what eteémportance did this
measure have? A revision of the press of December 1876 andylJa8i@d@ concerning the request
by Isabel Le Brun clearly shows that public opinion was asking study program for women, not
for allowing women to enter university, as that was alreadyemgight, with no law prohibiting it.
Why, then, allow something that was never prohibited? The creatianspecific study plan for
women also meant the creation of exclusive secondary schoolgefor which in turn meant that
the State had to spend important sums of money. However, ancedaspgrowth the country had
experienced since the middle of the century, as from 1875 d theeworst economical crisis until
then and the public funds had big lod8eBerhaps that is why Amunategui was not able to embark
on a task as large as that one, even if he wanted to. DiegosBemna affirms as much when he
refers to the ministerial work of don Miguel in his biaghy*. In this context one can understand
the support given to the fathers that founded secondary schodlsefordaughterS. However,
despite the State’s support of that idea, it was only that, a support, amtsehools would not be
run or financed by the State, but by privates, and not all glddvhave access to them, as they
wouldn’t be free. Besides, they would not have the national scoparhiaitiative of the State
would have. The schools in Valparaiso, Copiapd, Talca and Concepcién were crietieainds to
the parents’ interest. In those cities where those who coméhde such an enterprise had no
interest in doing so, these schools simply did not come into existence.

For all these reasons, a detailed analysis of the Amunéategui deceeeésin

Again, we ask what it really meant. We postulate that tl@asure was aimed, firstly, at
calming the public opinion; it was like a dramatic effecAs we have already seen, the press gave

4" AUCH, volume LII, 1877, 34.
8 |n 1875, the entries were $16.350.119, while fhending was $22.052.187. The next year, entrigs %%5.366.717
and spending $17.784.142. In 1877, entries sumri8d6$8.956 and spending $20.463.685. Cristian ZegerAnibal
Pinto. Historia politica de su gobiern8antiago, Editorial Universitaria, 1969, 92.
:z Diego Barros Arand)on Miguel Luis Amunategui828-1888Paris, Imprenta de A. Lahure, 1888, 124.

Ibid. 125.
®1 Since the middle of the century public opiniorrtstao form in the country, due to the changes 4oy economical
growth (of mining), the expansion of education dmel gradual consolidation of reformist ideas. Thiestors produced
changes in society, which became more criticalrifical and “reasoning” press emerged, where argusheere used to
defend ideas and respond to attacks. The pressnbettee official instrument to express opinions.sThew public
opinion that demanded to be informed and to exyptesd had to be considered by the authority. disvike a “being” in
itself that, in appearance inorganic, legitimizeadensured the actions of that authority. Also,eheergence of a modern
public opinion that represents the critic citizeipslilemands the existence of a press that resgoritsinterests. Public
opinion embodies itself in the press, and the opisiexpressed in the press represent the viewshtitpinion that can
now influence authority in concrete matters throitgtvote. The electoral reform of 1874 establishsd prerequisite to
vote only to be able to read and write, and the ularh@f voters increased. That is why it is so int@or for the
government to know what the public opinion thinksl meeds. The “reasoning” character of the Chifgass of the 19
century is observed by Carlos OssandBh¢crepulsculo de los “sabios” y la irrupcion de Idpublicistas”, Santiago,



ample attention to the subject of female secondary and héglueation, and angrily criticized the
delay of the University Council in resolving Le Brun’s petitidifiter the decree was issued, praises
came quickly. The day after the decree was sigaeDgeberstated:

Because of this [the Amunategui decree] one will be able¢otlsat the immense development
already existing in the education of the fair sex, isn'tnapk utopia as many had believed until
now, but a feasible truth

El Mercurio, on the other hand, published a lengthy editorial dedicated to the newimor
which it stated that the decree granted Le Brun her requestesotied “the difficulty the
University Council has not dared to disentangle after all thesghs of analysis®. The editorial
also sustained that “women could not be excluded from thetdgititain a profession because [...]
there was no law for thaf’

On the other hand, public opinion also understood something else, perhapsciosly:
even if the doors to university were open for women thanks to the Amunaterpe déat is to say,
a legal measure, what happened with custdehreberstated:

The first women who'll obtain a professional title in Chilelwibt only suffer the bitter censures of
the enemies of education, but will have to fight with gre&trefaigainst all sorts of obstacles
inherent to such a serious transformation of our Habits

Thus is the importance of the Amunéategui decree: erasindintitations of customs
through the law. Did Amunategui sense it would happen like this? We teavemember that
Miguel Luis Amunétegui was a typical public figure of the 1&&mtury: an educator, politician,
historian, and journalist. Above all, he was profoundly embedded in thewsuthjat had to do with
the country’s education. He had links with the Universidad deeGiiiice the 1850s, and was
named General Secretary of that university in December 1860c¢tgpied this post until his death
in 1888, leaving it only when he was called to hold ministerialtipos. We cannot affirm if
Amunétegui acted in conscience or not without the necessary doetimenbut his figure is
certainly a faithful representation of the 19th century. \M@d say the same about Diego Barros
Arana, Andrés Bello and Ignacio Domeyko. They all represent, fiereit degrees, the tension
modernity / traditioff. In the memoir the then Minister of Education Amunéategui presented in 1877

ARCIS-LOM Ediciones, 1998. For a deeper analysipuailic opinion, see Rafael Sagredo Ba&por al Norte, tren al
sur. El viaje presidencial como practica politica €hile. Siglo XIX Santiago, Direccién de Bibliotecas, Archivos y
Museos, El Colegio de México, Centro de Investigaes Diego Barros Arana, 2001, 93-97. A recent visdngel Soto
(editor),Entre tintas y plumas. Historias de la prensa ahalalel siglo XIX Santiago, Centro de Investigacion de Medios
Andes, Facultad de Comunicacion, Universidad deAlodes, 2004. This book consists of seven artiatesut the 19th
century press, and gives a selected bibliograpbytaihe subject. For the significance of the eledtoeform of 1874, see
J. Samuel Valenzuela, “Hacia la formacién de insiitnes democraticas: practicas electorales ere Chitante el siglo
XIX", in Estudios Publicast6, Santiago, 1997, 215-257.

52 E| Deber, Valparaiso, February 7th 1877, 2.

53 El Mercurio, Valparaiso, February 8th 1877, 2. Also Bt Ferrocarril, Santiago, February 1877, 2 ard
IndependienteSantiago, February 10 1877, 1.

% |bid. Not only the press was happy with the measWarious associations of artisans and industdalsgratulated
Amunategui for all the “decisions taken by the miini that tend to directly contribute to women’sigation”. Sociedad
Col6on de Zapateros (from whose letter is the previquote), Sociedad Unién de Artesanos, Comisiéntr@lede
Industriales de Santiago, Sociedad de Sastresedtide Artesanos de Vallenar, Sociedad “Uniongamidel Bien”
and Liga Protectora all expressed their joy atrtée horizon for female education. Their letters fatend in (following
the same order of the organizations):Mercurio, Valparaiso, Ferbuary 26th 187 Ferrocarril, Santiago, February
17th 1877, 1El Ferrocarril, Santiago, February 22nd 1877, 2-3; AME, vol. 33&8, foja 1; AME, vol. 339, 37, foja 1,
AME, vol. 339, 52, fojas1-2; AME, vol. 339, 40, &3 1-3.

%S El Deber Valparaiso, February 21st 1877, 2.

%8 The case of Andrés Bello is described magnifigebgl Ivan JaksicAndrés Bello. La pasion por el ordeBantiago,
Editorial Universitaria, 2001.



to the National Congress, there seems to be a sense of tmeeanég of the decree, despite the
affirmation that the “rule of law” prohibited obtaining univeysitegrees:

Undoubtedly, the simple declaration that women can practice the seientific professions as
men, if they fulfill the same requirements, isn’t enough to ilaist them; but this declaration,
besides putting an end to such an unjustifiable and unrespeatabibition, is naturally a stimulus
for many of them to try obtain all the knowledge they need ngwer, through the improvement of
intelligence, the high post that belongs to thlem

Shortly after the signing of the Amunéategui decree, a clegr i the advancement of
modernity, a controversy began. The diverse articles in thes @gout this decree are proof of a
confrontation between the two different views about the country, vibiibased on a difference in
doctrine.

CONTROVERSY IN THE PRESS ABOUT THE AMUNATEGUI DECRE
THE CONFRONTATION OF IDEOLOGIES

...public opinion stirs and this idea [the Amuné&tegui decree] is surrounded by
thousand joys and thousand fears, surprises, doubts and®hopes

The controversy that confronted the Catholic and the liberal ggdes the quantity and
quality of women’s education is a clear example of the fight tExweeologies in 19 century
Chile, in which the ideas of modernity advance in detriment ditibaal ideas. The advance in
secularism affected the mood of the most conservative afé¢las country that saw a perversion of
society’s order in liberalism. However, the reader must noktthat the country was divided in
two opposite and irreconcilable poles: conservatives on oneasiliéberals on the other. One of
the biggest assets of %entury Chile (in comparison to the rest of Latin Amerioas its
republican essence. Both conservatives and liberals aimebefondintenance of the Republic
They interchanged ideas during their debates, and that is whgweeto study the controversies in
the press. Because of the love conservatives and libsreeed for republican order, this
confrontation is ideological and not political. As Ricardo Krebgestat was “a confrontation of
ideas, a fight between the values and ideals that should ruléy/5othee topic of discussion wasn't
the republic, but what type of State was better. Conservalidesot want a secular State; hence
their fears. They did not object the political and econon@spkcts of liberalism, but the religious
and moral oné8

This fear made the conservative areas of society take dafensive stance; this explains
the virulence of their writings in the press to “organizefiblt of believers to maintain Christian
religion and save the catholic character of the nattoThe confrontation of ideologies, by the
way, occurred on the political arena, because “to improve thdisiua religion and change the
face of Christian nations, it is essential to work towanldsing in power and Congress those men
that are inspired by the best feelings towards religfon”

7 “Memoria presentada al Congreso Nacional en 18#7ep Ministro de Justicia, Culto e Instruccién Redn don
Miguel Luis Amunategui”, ilAUCH, volume LII, 1877, 587.

%8 Florencio Moreyra, “Ligeras observaciones al payeale educar cientificamente a la muj&&yista Chilenavolume
VIII, Santiago, 1877, 605.

% For a study of the Republic as central elemeriheforder in Chile, see Stuvdrg seduccion de un ordeand Jaksic,
Andrés Bello. La pasion por el orden.

®0 Ricardo Krebs, “El pensamiento de la Iglesia feemia laicizacién del Estado en Chile. 1875-1885Catolicismo y
Laicismo. Las bases doctrinales del conflicto erdrglesia y el Estado en Chile, 1875-188&antiago, Ediciones Nueva
Universidad, 1981, 19-20.

®1 |bid. 25.

82 Collective pastoral of Chilean bishops, June 2886, 950-951, cited in ibid., 24.



In the debate about female instruction, the church was représbpt&l Estandarte
Catdlica a newspaper founded in 1874 in respondel tmdependientea conservative newspaper
that did not follow the dictates of the ecclesiatical g very strictly®. Don Crescente Errazuriz
was the main editor dtl Estandarte Catdlicand kept his post until 1878 when the archbishop of
Santiago, don Rafael Valentin Valdivieso (who was also his umdediect boss) died, and he
decided to resign. He was an important figure in the daily dismusibout the Amunategui decree.
He was joined by Alejandro Echeverria and Rodolfo Vergara Antlinez.

1. “To be a good mother, a good wife and a good daughter” is incongatithl the practice
of liberal professions.

It is said that the new educational system will distract woman from hemisséon, [...]. Those are
charges based solely on routine and egotism. Is slavenawe mission, as it has been until now?
If she has abilities and senses just like man, why would naltityignorance be her mission? Why
must she be condemned to lack the means to earn her living by férself?

With this strong statemerita Republicacriticized in its edition of January 951877, the
stance of the catholic sectors of Chilean society thattdgefemale higher education. How did
Catholics fundament their posture? Just like the liberal p&pes stated, woman’s natural mission
prevented her from practicing university professions. What wa®an’s natural mission? The
article by don Rafael Vergara AntinezihEstandarte Catdlicavas very clear about this:

Woman’s natural mission, that noble mission that Providence bsiedrto her for the good of
society and the individual, consists mainly of being a good and devote¢her, a faithful wife
consecrated to domestic duties, and a submissive and obliging daughtempfmenée’.

Besides, as this was woman’s natural mission, a religious enlueas enough to carry it
out completely, “woman doesn’t need to be wise; it is enough fotohkave a mild character, a
solid virtue and a generous heart”, that is to say, she didai seientific instruction. Woman'’s
unavoidable duties at home would be incompatible with the pogsittice of liberal professions:
“Could a husband resign himself to renounce to that tenderness andréiseand attentions in
exchange of seeing his wife always busy in the practice of a scientifespion?®.

The liberal press wasn’t indifferent to this situationadimitted that the dedication the
practice of a profession demanded would not allow women to devotedhles exclusively to
their home, but found pertinent solutions for tliisDebergave an interesting perspective when it
pointed out that not all women are called to be professionalsnibythose that need it, thwarting
the opinions okl Estandarte Catdlico

It isn’t obligatory for women, as it isn’'t for men, to have a pssfon; and only those who believe it
will be useful for them, will pursue one. Those who have thenm&alive in an honest way, and
those who believe it will be a danger to their virtue wafit practice their professions. [...].

83 Crescente Errazuriz, writer of articlesElif Estandarte Catélicorecalls in his memoirs that it was the churclita o
“found an exclusively catholic newspaper” becaus&li Independientéas the writers were laymen, they lacked our
knowledge, relations and interest in ecclesias@ttens”. In private his relations with the cons¢ime newspaper were
inexistent, in public they complemented each offefectly;El Estandarte Catolicavas centered on religious topics, and
El Independient®n political ones. More so, don Crescente remembersnly talked once with Zorobabel Rodriguez,
writer of El Independientewhen they met by chance on a tramway. Crescentzitiz, Algo de lo que he visto.
Memorias de don Crescente Errazyi®antiago, Editorial Nascimento, 1934, 199, 208-20

64 |a RepublicaSantiago, January 25th 1877, 2.

% Rodolfo Vergara Antlinez, “El limite natural deitetruccién de la mujer. III, ifEl Estandarte CatdlicoSantiago,
February 2nd 1877, 2.

® Ibid.



Clearly, if a woman is rich and doesn’t need her professitivetoshe will preferably attend to her
family and reserve her profession for when the need comds she is poor, and the benefit she
and her family obtain from the practice of her profession ggedyi than that of her personal
assistance to them, she will put the care of her home imahds of someone trustworthy and
practice her professifh

Despite these possible solutiold,Estandarte Catdlicalid not back up in its stance. As
woman’s place at home was something “natural”, the social orderdwsuifer a “great
perturbation” if she went out of the house, because women would be turned into men:

A woman covered up in library dust, or pleading in a courtroom or doiigrurgical operation or
drawing a map or discussing about the criterion of certainty or abheunborn ideas is like a fish
out of water or a tree transplanted in a strange climateadugrange as seeing a man moving the
distaff or tacking hoop skirt$

For the social order not to be altered, the woman that wantedhdtice her profession
would have to give up her “natural mission”. It was one thing or the other:

The woman that dedicates herself to the study and pract@esdiéntific profession, will have to

renounce to being a mother, if she doesn't want to be an indpdamaging mother. [...]. The

woman that wants to become a lawyer, doctor or engineehavi#t to delay her marriage until she
is 25 years old at least, unless she is lucky enough to fimainain love with science, who resigns
himself to marrying a student of law, medicine or superior madiies. It is an unfeasible utopia to
demand to a woman who is attending university, to comply faithfully with donustis®.

The preponderance of domestic tasks over the study of a pooféssEl Estandarte
Catolico, shows that women had a defined role in society. Maternity vpeesiedly important. The
way in which she enacted this role was also a topic of discusetween conservatives and
liberals.

2. The social role of woman: raising children that will become gotizens in the future. But
should a mother be trained or only educated?

According toEl Estandarte Catolicowoman “will constitute her family’s happiness and
will give society those good citizens that are formed inwwhemth of a Christian and religious
mother’s lap®. As we saw before, a Christian education was enough for thigsevér, whileEl
Mercurio also pointed out that woman “shall be a good wife and mother, actitieen she gives
birth to will be good citizeng?, it diverged from the catholic newspaper stating that that would only
be possible if she received a training superior to the one she had beéngeagadil then. The press
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constantly repeats this difference in opinion about woman: heasademother and as the one that
shapes future citizens isn’'t questioned, but the education she hawiie r fulfill these roles
differs. Let us look at the liberal point of view first.

Before the signing of the Amunategui decree, Athos, pseudonym of JagénJbarrain
Zanartu and correspondentif Mercurioin Santiago, states that if one is to deal with the topic of
female education, it is necessary to resolve first “amofiteblem of great legal and social
importance: the situation of woméh”He points out that despite the great influence woman can
exert over man, her hands are legally bound. That is why women nelaihtd'their rights and try
to establish absolute equality between them and their current dorsin&te clarifies that equality
doesn’t mean that everybody has to do the same things, but that daeecarry out well and with
the same freedom his or her special functi6hdhe first step towards changing woman’s current
situation is for her to get educated, Athos continues; that isshewvill have the proper tools to be
a good mother. In the ministerial memoir before Congress in wi@axplained why he decided to
dictate the decree that validated female exams, Miguisl Amunategui himself emphasized the
importance of women at home, stating that “intellectual ineguiaéitween man and woman leads
to a complete demoralization of domestic life”In other writings, the minister points out the
importance of woman’s illustration, considering that “she daa ber husband advice and teach
her children®, because she is “the most powerful agent of illustratioetter formed citizens
would lead to a bigger advancement in the progress of the coWtyld someone object to
progress?

El Estandarte Catdlicorejected the liberal stance of broadening woman'’s inteliéctu
horizon to fulfill her mother role better. For this newspap@man’s role of shaping future citizens
was vital too, but it wasn't necessary for her to be instrudtedas enough to be educated. What
was the difference? According to don Crescente Errazuriizngteiction woman received was
accidental, and the most basic knowledge was enough for her, as

What makes woman truly respectable isn’t her knowledge, buidieg good. [...]. When we talk
about them, when we are proud of their virtues, we don’t midac¢héhat they aren’t able to draw
out a trip to Beijing on a map, telling us the climates and prodidise countries we'd have to
pass to get there. They left that to our geography teachér®ak the place no one could replace
them in: in attending, with the sublime abnegation of their wlifgletb keep danger out of our way
and to teach us the holy principles that constitute an hone$t man

Errdzuriz’s stance was reinforced by the article of Alefaritrheverria that proposed a
study program for women. This would include geography, grammé#negtic, French, catechism,
sacred history and history of the motherland, embroidery, sewietpric, foundations of faith,
brief notions of physics and cosmography, music, poetry and paintingariisé postulated that all
these courses, besides summing a not inconsiderable amount of kregpWitlgot avert woman
from her natural tendency of being a provident mother, faithfug \aiid obedient and caring
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daughter®®. Besides, this position — that woman should receive a lesser amaustrodtion — was
founded, according to the catholic newspaper, on her physical weakaegprevented her from
acquiring more knowledge and that was congruent with her lesd tmimlys That is why, if fathers
sent their daughters to schools where humanities were taughs ibmly for the desire to “loose
their daughters’s health”. The catholic newspaper regretted tios decided to follow secondary
studies seriously: “Pity the poor young woman that decidesk& da thirty or forty courses of
humanities!™.

In the face of the controversy about the need to instruct womenthandmount of
education they should receive, it is important to point out thatamowas generally perceived as
the one who forms future citizens, which means that she hagramely relevant role in society,
even if she doesn’t occupy public space. It is a duty, a miggbistcarried out inside the home, a
private space. And this stands out because of what Athos rsdgisMercurio: “she can do or
prevent anything — through men — but she can not do nor prevent anythiregseyf®®. In other
words, she influences the public space even if she is outsidéyflaiv, and even if she does it
indirectly. The issue was that the Catholic Church consideisddtbe alright, while the liberal
press did not.

3. Female liberal professions as a way to acquire fortune.

According to the liberal press, scientific professions wdwuling money to women that
were not well-of or that had suffered some unlucky accidenfeinAi profession would be a means
for them to carry on: “we want woman to have the necessaapsneéhrough instruction, to face
poverty, orphanage, widowhood, disgrééeHowever, agairEl Estandarte Catélicanticipated
itself to the Amunategui decree and refuted the expectationsaifhathat professions would offer
women: “Let women not have illusions about the profit they cakemdth scientific professions.
Presently we have an abundance of lawyers, physicians, engearegthe most part of them would
gladly give up their titles for a destiny that allowed them to®gat”

On February 8 while praising the ministerial measurg| Mercurio replied to the
statements of the Catholic newspaper stating that the prattcprofession would protect women
“from hunger, which is a dishonor, as honor is work”. It said that the daughter in a family
without possessions of wealth, there is no [other salvation thaprofessional careé?”
Meanwhile,La Patria goes further, stating that the fortune women could attaim tvé practice of
a profession, would allow them to defend themselves better afaihgers they are exposed to in
life, considering the inferior position society has placed thenWith a profession “they secure
their independence, have the possibility to survive for thensehral they are protected from the
deceits and seductions of the stronger ¥ex’a Republica on the other hand, confrontds
Estandarte Catolicdhat, according to the liberal’s point of view, denied themnatriction to
survive:
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So it is useless and detrimental for the girl that doesnyrtmhave a profession to earn her living
in an honest way? It is useless for a widow loaded with @mltlo practice a career that will feed
them? Is it detrimental for an orphan to have the means tadéeently? Then, is misery and
prostitution useful and profitable; is shame or living from public chargguligind profitable®

But El Estandarte Catodlicalidn’t stay behind, and on February 24th Vergara Antinez
argued in the editorial of the ecclesiastic newspaper whypitbfessional instruction of woman
isnt a resource for her subsistence”. The possibilitiesrtoraaney as a professional diminish by
her female condition:

The litigant, the sick, the farmer trust their interestsodiuhe and health only to the ones that offer
them the greatest guarantees of success. And we are d¢hdhaimere would be very few who,
because of gallantry, would choose woman over man to place such valued imdrestare.

Woman would only have a possibility to earn her living in thiy Wadthere was a lack of
men capable of practicing those professions”, or if the demangassed the supply of
professionals. According tBl Estandarte Catolicoit is well known that presently this is not so
and there is no reason to believe this order of things valhgh in the futuré”. The only careeEl
Estandarte Catolica@wonsiders apt for female subsistence is teaching, sdliiteictly related to their
motherly duties, their “natural mission”. Teaching primary armbsdary school wouldn’t require
“a PhD in law or medicine; it would be enough to have done humdnified there was no use
thinking about teaching on a superior level, because “if a wonaste obtain a cathedra in
university she would have to be a prodigy in the knowledge oéthosrses. If there is someone
like that, she will be an exceptidf”

However,La Republicagives an argument that touches a very important issue: ¢ so
role woman would fulfill if she practiced a profession, for instanediaine:

In Chile medicine will no doubt be more profitable for woman thamian: we know of young
women who have found themselves with the terrible alternatidging with their secret illness or
calling a physician that terrorizes them or calling him toe, lathen her disease is so desperate that
there is no cufé

These assertions are important, because they recognize wwahan with a university title can
fulfill a social function. Besides, this would imply something reweore relevant. If a woman
develops a task that benefits others and gives her gainaitsniieat she is starting to spend time in
an activity that gets her out of her house, the private sphacethat she could slowly enter the
public sphere. So this train of thought shows the change somessettpublic opinion are
experimenting in regard to woman’s role in society. Howevergrbefeaching some kind of
agreement on this idea, female instruction would encounter anotheaclebsf woman acquired
greater knowledge, she was in danger of loosing her faith. Coulda@hsociety face up to this
cataclysm?

3. Female professional: would she fall into atheism or be saved fromatlie of fanaticism?
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The clash between the catholic and liberal presses was patgrtanslated into almost
personal attacks whefl Estandarte Catdlicstatedthat superior instruction would make women
loose their faith, while the liberal newspapers replied thainly said this out of personal
convenience. The encounter of these two positions is an examplmnfiiat of ideologies, as we
have already seen. As Ricardo Krebs states, in this periodviBegeno mayor writings about this
conflict, but “it expressed occasionally as interests rekatspecific problems®. This explains the
importance of analyzing the stances of Catholics and liberateldtion with the Amunategui
decree.El Estandarte Catdlicavas again the one to start the controversy. On Febri3nit 2
published a real declaration of war:

We Catholics cannot see in the projects [of Minister Amuudlesomething other than a threat to
our beliefs and therefore we will combat them with all tbi¢ fneans we have on hand, unless we
receive guarantees that destroy our just féars

Two days laterEl Ferrocarril retorted that the fears of the catholic newspaper areaonly
“partial fear” and that they are based on “the credulitjgnbrance®. This is repeated in all the
liberal presses: the claim that it is in the Church'®redts to maintain women ignorant to
manipulate them to its wilLa Republicadoes so, when it reveals the true reasons of the Church’s
opposition to female instruction:

Woman learning world history! Woman learning languages t f@ign books! Woman learning
natural sciences, medicine, astronomy! Jesus! What will ibosk poor priests? [...] What fate
will befall the water of Lourdes, analyzed in the labaiatof the future female chemists? [...]
Some chaps, who with babbling a kitchen’s Latin give themséheeairs of wise men, will have to
uncover their ears to any daughter of Eve that gives them rsaiem. It could not be a sorrier
sight! The priests are right. Woman must not become illugfrdiecause many men will be
uncovered; because they will all receive less tips of ym® and fanaticism; because, at last, the
influence of miracles will fall to earth before the exam of antiliusd mind®.

El Estandarte Catdlicalid not sit back and answered in biting terms too, complaihiaiy t
some defend any idea, even a pernicious one, in the name of “progress”:

[The defenders of woman’s instruction] proclaim to the four wihdsprogressdrags them to this
enterprise and that it is demanded by modern civilization. Butagustith religion, they lead us to
atheism in the name gfogressand throw God and the Church under the wheels of civilization; in
the same way, in the name fogressand on the chariot of civilization, we are brought to the
Babel confusion of the natural destinies of man and wdman

The controversy intensified whérm Patria joined the debate, a newspaper that justlike
Republicaclaims that the fears of the Church are only explainedhbybenefit it gains by its
domain of the weaker sex:
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With its religiousness that borders fanaticism and its cuigetrance, woman is without a doubt
an excellent medium for the political religious propaganda the gem@presentatives of the
Church perform, the writers of the ultraconservative press.Thig only proves that, for them, the
issue is only one of convenierite

However, forEl Estandarte Catdlicaits fear had only one and forceful name: masonry.

Masonry wants to influence the lower sectors of society throhgtitg and wants to seize the sons
of the common people through obligatory and laic primary instructimw N also wants to
influence women [...] through professional instructfon

However, for the liberal press there was no danger of womemdptiwir faith, as science
was indissolubly linked to God, that is to say, knowledge wasn’t abtiginable through faith, but
also through reason. IRevista Chilenathe magazine founded by Miguel Luis Amunéategui and
Diego Barros Arana (staunch anticlericals, especially the)latidorencio Moreyra states:

El Estandarte Catdlicowithout a doubt, wants science for woman, science that subsmiat
rises everything to the eternal and infinite, not the matertaéisd atheist science that knocks down
humanity, leaving it at the level of the miserable little mvahat creeps through the mud. Now, do
El Ferrocarril, El IndependienteEl Deber, EI Mercurio, La Republicaand La Patria, want the
science that has God as beginning and end, the science that dehaift the healthy and sacred
practices of religion, for women? Undoubtedly,¥es

So, Moreyra went on, woman should not fear that her approacheteceavould move her
away from God, but she should be afraid

Of the mists of ignorance she currently vegetates in; Bbeld be afraid of those dark dens in
which she breathes a rotten smell. There she will be constaedlgred by that blind mosquito
calledFanaticism there she will be attacked without pause by that filthy reptileccAtheisn?’.

However, forEl Estandarte Catélicohere was no approach possible. There was a science
that would without a doubt “uncatholicize” women. The effects dfitisiruction would result in a
completely “incredulous and impious” female professional, which adegicted in women’s passing
through university:

“Miss,” they will say to one of the medicine students, “whate you learned in theology class
today?”

“That miracles, sir, prove the divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,” @b new humanist will say.
“Bah, nonsense!” her teacher will answer, “Look, here thetsaglists perform miracles every day
that cause bigger surprises yet in this century of lights”

The conflict between the Catholic and liberal presses twening into a spiral in which
every idea published il Estandarte Catélicavas refuted byLa Patria or La RepuUblicaas a
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matter of convenience for the Chut®hin the eyes of the historian, this “fight” isn’t between good
and bad guys, despite what the quotes may say. The controversegrétedoss or not of female
religiousness is another indication of the clash between two @usitthat don’t accept
renunciations. The different presses mentioned this, from theirpmmt of view in every case, of
course El Estandarte Catolicstated:

Opinion is divided in matters of education, since a while amongsh i&o schools that struggle
side by side to death: that of liberals who want to seculariteaill cost and the big, the glorious,
the legendary catholic school, which invigorates teaching, both in asaim woman, through

education®.

Meanwhile,La Patriapostulated:

It would be desirable that the challengers of the projectroélie instruction and more so as they
are people of more or lesser importance between those ofréion, lower the sarcastic, bitter
and hurtful tone in the tuning fork of this controversy. In honor oir tbe'n prestige and self
respect they should do it: a serene and severe discussionaslyheay to reach a logical and
natural conclusion: to take another road is to never arrive at the concluigoold sense indicates
and, on the other hand, it does little honor to the dialectic oénsrihat pride themselves so much
on being wis¥”?

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

The Amunategui decree can be seen, in a first interpretati@recognition to that half of
society that was sometimes considered as marginal, buinke dls we have seen along these lines,
that one can go more deeply into this topic. This decreelisaa example of the evolution of the
Chilean nation in its process of construction. If the idea wgs forward in the democratization of
society, the entry of woman to higher education means thditshstep is taken for her to achieve
active citizenship, that is to say, the right to vote. Phixess doesn’'t happen from one moment to
the other. It was four years after the signing of the mingteneasure before the first woman
entered the Universidad de Chffe Dofia Eloisa Diaz Insunza enrolled in Medicine in 1881 and
obtained her title of medical surgeon in 1887. At her side, dafiestina Pérez Barahona obtained
her title in 1887 too. However, women did not eiemassén the university lecture rooms. There
were years when none did (1882, 1884, 1888). Only in 1892 doifia Matilde Thomiyedeher
lawyer’s diploma, becoming the third Chilean female professionahdrt, the process was slow,
but it never decayed. In 1919, dofia Justicia Acufia Mena received her titlénafedfit

Perhaps, this slow process is corollary of the controwbiessyAmunéategui decree caused in
public opinion. On other occassions, other situations caused theeffagteor perhaps a stronger
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oné®. Every one of the quotes in this paper show the conflict thahraugh Chilean society, that
of secularization, and how the Church responded to it. Besides, thes gfothe catholic press
demonstrate that the Church used modern communication techffigliess is proof of the fact
that the Church did not retreat as secularism advanced, but had a “readjustmemgtynisbad to
leave the State, but not the people. Suddenly, it found itsedfvh into the public sphere and
thought that if it wasn't a part of the State, chaos, &yaaad incredulity would overtake all. This
didn’t happen, in part because the Church itself made sure to mangiincrease its network of
expansion in some sectors of civil soctéty

On the other hand, the Amunéategui decree seems to show the imopotti@ subject of
female secondary and higher instruction had for the State. Althtnegteclarations of minister
Amunétegui we saw in this work seem to reaffirm this, ihisresting to notice that the definitive
impulse of the State towards female secondary instructime caly in 1895 with the creation of
the Liceo N°1 in Santiago. That was 18 years after the Aragnatlecree! Besides the controversy
over the entry of women in university, in 1877 the press also pomtethe intents of fathers to
create schools where their daughters could receive secomsanyction. While they had the
support of the State, these schools would be exclusively admaiatstby these parents. It is
convenient to consider the words of historian Sol Serrano about this:

The creators of the Teaching State, progregséleconedike Andrés Bello or Manuel Montt and
later doctrinary liberals like Miguel Luis Amunétegui or @deBarros Arana, understood public
education as the forming of citizens in secondary schools anextension of citizenship in
schools. Therefore, the first was strictly masculine, wthite second, oriented to popular sectors,
was mixed®®

The fact that female secondary education was in chargevatgs during these 18 years,
besides showing that female instruction was driven “from Belmsmwve have already seen, shows
that the State didn’t consider it possible to include the liemi@ment in the political arena, as it
would have to take charge of new citizens, and thus, of possible new demands of theseamsw cit
This is a field to study: what was really the role of State in the origin of female secondary
education and what made it decide to create the first feraatendary school in 1895? Could one
see it as a not so progressive posture of the precisely psogresector of the directing class of the
19" century (it is a conditional affirmation, a mere supposition)¥ @rilire studies will be able to
unravel this questidf?.

At this point it is interesting to establish that the 29 womeat tobtained the degree of
baccalaureate in Philosophy and Humanities between 1881 and 1895, weugiuhsued their

university studies with private financiering. This showsphessure “from below” for education. A
complete knowledge of these facts would help to understand thesproteational construction
better and the actors that took a part in it.
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y orden liberal. América Latina, 1850-192Dorino, Otto Editores, 2000, 125-126.

197 Serrano, “Espacio publico”, 349-354.

108 Serrano, “La estrategia conservadora”, 139-140.

109\\/e have found an approach to this interestingestitin Marfa Ester Ojeda Lasba fundacién de los primeros liceos
femeninos en Chile (1891-191#)esis to apply to the degree of graduate indrystPontificia Universidad Catdlica de
Chile, Santiago, 1993, 177 pages.
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APPENDIX
WOMEN GRADUATED FROM THE UNIVERSIDAD DE CHILE BETWEEN 1881 AND 1919

BPH | BMP | LMP | sD BL LL | Pharm.| BMat| Eng.| Deft.
1881 2 (90}
1882
1883 2 (194)
1884
1885 2 (51)
1886 1(32)
1887 2 (190) 1(43) 2 (39
1888
1889 5 (209)
1890 3 (200)
1891 2 (146) 1 (69)
1892 7(219) | 1 (28) 1(79
1893 2 (150)
1894 2 (153) 1(29) 1 (42
1895 2 (154)
1896 4(107) | 2 (28)
1897 1(22) 1(83)
1898 5 (152) 2 (26) 1 (30 1(89)
1899 4 (143) 1(25 1(13
1900 3 (111) 1 (29)
1901 6 (177)
1902 4(184) | 1 (15)
1903 7(204) | 3 (21) 2 (11
1904 2 (225) 1 (20) 3 (14
1905 19 (246) 1(19) 1(12
1906 7 (205) 2(13) 1(9) 2 (18
1907 14 (244) 2 (23 2(21) 3 (69)
1908 34 (226)| 4 (22) 1(21) 1 (66)
1909 1(116 2 (13)
1910 39 (267) 4(23) 3 (29 1(116) 2 (1)
1911 37 (314)] 1 (26) 5 (17
1912 58 (387)| 1 (26) 1(36 6 (38)
1913 61 (350)| 4 (33) 10 (34) 2 (55) 3 (20)
1914 71 (464)| 1(25) 2 (26 10 (30) 2 (57) 5) (1
1915 | 107 (542 4 (37) 3(20) 4 (27) 10 (43) 2)(66 1(12)
1916 72 (642)| 4 (44) 2 (24) 1(18) 1 (140) 6 (14p (52) 1(17)
1917 | 166 (733] 2 (40 3(34) 3(3%) 2 (241) 16) (b8l (64)
1918 | 144 (724] 2(57) 4 (45) 6(48) 1(1d44) 1 (18) 3(23)
1919 | 223 (849] 6 (98 1 (173) 3(4l) 1(24) @3
Total 1116 39 28 26 8 4 79 16 1 22
women

SourceAnales de la Universidad de Chile881-1919

2 All professions that had one or more female grestubetween 1881 and 1919 are included, exceptitepdecause as this is divided
by assignment, a larger space would be neededttleaone in this table. Also, while the Pedagogipatitute was founded in 1889, it
only admitted women from 1893, thanks to the pmiitdf a group of women who had received the degfr@accalaureate in Philosophy
and Humanities.



BPH: Baccalaureate in Philosophy and Humanities LL: Licence in Law

BMP: Baccalaureate in Medicine and Pharmacology | Pharm.: Pharmaceutic degree

LMP: Licence in Medicine and Pharmacology BMat: Baccalaureate in Mathematics
SD: Surgeon Degree Eng.: Engineering degree
BL: Baccalaureate in Law Dent.: Dentist degree

°The profession of dentist became a university saglfrom 1912.
In parentheses is the total of graduates.
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