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ABSTRACT

This article aims at analyzing the transition talétbod through interviews with youngsters from
both genders living in Rio de Janeiro. It was fouhdt the transition to adulthood is intertwined
with a social mobility project which is best unders through the history of the interviewees and
their families. Freedom, the value of individualvacy, access to education, the possibility of
financial independence through work, and distintties-a-vis the parents’ generation are presented
as fundamental elements in this simultaneous trandietween classes and maturity levels.
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RESUMO

Este artigo tem como objetivo analisar os procededsansicao para a fase adulta do ciclo de vida
a partir de entrevistas realizadas com jovensnu#oa 0s sexos, moradores no Rio de Janeiro. No
universo pesquisado, percebe-se que a passagem pata adulta esta entrelacada ao projeto de
mobilidade social que é apreendido através da rlastda familia e do préprio individuo
entrevistado. A liberdade, a valorizagdo da intadiel individual, o acesso a educacdo, a
possibilidade de independéncia financeira atrawvésatbalho e a distincdo em relacdo a geracéo dos
pais sdo elementos apresentados como fundameatss movimento de transicdes de classe e de

niveis de maturidade.
Palavras-chave:familia, juventude, mobilidade social, trajeta@vida.
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Introduction

The research project entitled “Middle class familigoung adults’ perspectives on social
change” aimed at approaching changes in contemporaldle class families, more particularly the
elongation of youth. This has been indicated bgistion youth, and by a previous research effort
in which | studied three female generations fronddte class families living in Rio de Janeiro. In
these social segments, the extended period durmghwoung adults live at the original family’s
home and their late entry in the labor market (¢bing associated with continuity of education
into college) have been singled out as recurrasts favhich configure a particular kind of transitio
to adulthood. The original focus of the preseneaesh project was on the young adults’ life
projects and the relative importance they ascribéamily relations and friendships, interpreted
along class, gender, and generation lines. Thisegreended up being revised based on the
outcomes produced during early interviews.

In order to assemble a research field, | activatgdwn social networks as well as those of the
undergraduate students participating in this ptojecthe Social Service School at the Federal
University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ). The critera telecting the interviewees included having
concluded or ongoing higher education, residencRimmde Janeiro, and ages between 20 and 30.
Aspects pertaining to religion, marital status, efathnicity as defined by the subjects, and
household organization were left open. This proceduwoduced a heterogeneous pool of young
adults, who nonetheless shared similar accountisedf life trajectories foregrounding a project of
upward social mobility. This aspect came quicklystaface during the early interviews. Initial
discussions about fieldwork based on the profiléhefearly interviewees ended up introducing the
theoretical and methodological question of sociability, which was not included in the original
project outline. We therefore had to rewrite thieimiew guide in order to include life trajectories
and the formulation of projects before proceediritp the interviews.

This article will develop issues related to classbitity and transition to adulthood presented
during the life trajectory accounts of eleven unmear young adults, six men and five women. In
these life trajectory accounts, some topics sucliaasly, work, and education appeared more
saliently. This allowed them to compare their ovl@ éxperiences and projects with those of their
parents, something which elicited an inter-generati history showing different possibilities with
respect to family organization, education, and ggsion.

The tension between a desire for social and prigiesksmobility by increasing the level of
education and the maintenance of socio-culturaépat permeates the accounts, and is presented as
one among the multiple and diverse ways of expengnthe transition to adulthood. This tension
becomes evident in the elaboration of a life prioyaaich seeks, on the one hand, to uphold values



inherited from the original family, and, on the ethto reach a better status in society by meanas of
university degree and a more favorable positiothénjob market.

The investment made by young adults in a higherca&tin project takes place within a
broader context of changes in educational and en@npatterns in a complex and heterogeneous
society which remains highly unequallf today there are greater opportunities for umvsocial
mobility through education, this is apprehended arperienced differently by young individuals
and their families. Family trajectories and intengrational differences are vital for understanding
the projects elaborated by the young adults, whrehmarked by a double movement: transition to
adulthood and class mobility.

For these young adults, to pursue their educatmotouhe university level is both an effort for
achieving autonomy and independence vis-a-vis faeiilies and a context which offers their life
projects no guarantees of continuity. The effondals this double transition in class and age statu
implies, on its turn, a constant questioning ofsmtie an ever-renewed evaluation of the project’s
viability and the desire to keep it or not. Evenudh this is presented as an individual movement,
to formulate projects and question them occur bymseinteractions within the different social
worlds in which young people circulate. Moral coodoodes learned during primary socialization
are paramount in this process, and even where iheravill to break off from the original family,
these codes remain as a reference for one’s chackedefinition of life projects.

This situation is experienced by individuals in agolous ways. To leave home and be
economically independent are two processes unaetrdip young people as markers of passage to
adulthood. To quit the parents’ house may or maymply open conflict and family drama; to be
independent may or may not lead to a rupture with éxchange circuit of goods, favors and
affections within the family network.

Economic analyses based on data from the 2007 mdtiblousehold Sampling Survey
indicated the emergence of the so-called “new reidtiss” (Neri, 2008), as well as a decline in per
capita income inequality since 2001. Access to dnigitucational levels and to better qualified job
positions are indications of this new economic aakl (Barros et al., 2010). At the level of inter-
personal relations, family incentives for their nimrs to pursue further education are a socio-
cultural element within this broader picture of iseeconomic and social mobility changes — a

moment which is different from any other in Brazihistory.

! Modern-contemporary society is identified by i&i®-economic heterogeneity and by the coexistefce

various cultural patterns. At the level of indivals, such heterogeneity and complexity are reftetaheir life
trajectories and in the social relations they dithlin the different social worlds in which thelyaulate (Velho, 1994).
2 pastore (2001) explains the persistence of indguial spite of social mobility by pointing to theiversity and
heterogeneity of social trajectories: “In termsaafynamic analysis, it is found that social inedyatems from the fact
that the vast majority of Brazilians who move updgin the social scale runs small distances, ahdsominority goes
long distances. This causes a narrowing of theabpgramid, which translates into inequality.”



Pastore and Silva (2000) argue that social mobititygrazil since the 1990’s has shown a
circular movement whereby the occupational risesahe would correspond to the departure of
others from the job market due to death, retirementdescent into lower occupational strata.
Education plays a vital role in this process, sdmmgt which was not the case in previous historical
periods when occupational mobility did not requirgh educational levels.

These authors approach inter and intra-generatidgaamics by comparing the life
trajectories of parents and children, as well adhanges that occur during the lifespan of young
adults who today enjoy broader access to educd#ogood education has become a vital tool for
competing and succeeding in an increasingly demgnaliarket” (Pastore, 2001). In economic and
sociological analyses, there are different methagiohl perspectives and more or less optimistic
views on the reduction of socioeconomic inequalitienere is consensus though with respect to the
role played by education in this process duringaisefew years.

For the young adults, in spite of social and ecanadnstability, the path to social mobility
cannot be understood only by reference to achiemtsma education and professional careers.
World views and life styles are vital for understang the choices made at this moment in life, and
speak to the insertion of each individual in vasi@acial worlds and networks of sociability. These
correspond to the relative position the individt@tcupies in the social space, that is, in the
structure of distribution of different kinds of a&g [...]” (Bourdieu, 1996, p. 27). They define a
field of possibilities, the socio-cultural dimensg) and the space for formulating and implementing
projects’

The very definition of one’s moment in life is assue for the young. The meaning of being
young or adult comprises esthetic patterns andv#ierization of certain life experiences and
behavior codes. The institutional aspects of teedycle remain nonetheless important for defining
age identity; thus, subjective aspects entertéa@mse relationship with socio-juridical patterns.

In anthropological and sociological studies, theuesof life stages, especially with respect to
transitional moments, is regarded as a fundameotahl dimension for understanding the changing
meanings attributed to age and the transformaitiofamily and generational relations (Camarano,
2006; Debert, 2006; Lins de Barros, 2006a, 2006bxd?o, 2004).

The contemporary moment has been marked by thibdifieation and blurring of age borders,
and the plurality and heterogeneity of generatiosadl age experiences. Ages are no longer
understood as chronological references through twmdividuals enter modern society and are

regulated in their rights and duties. This woulksbamply that such stages define styles that may or

% For Velho (1994, p. 46), “individual projects alysainteract with others within a field of possitids. They do not
operate in a vacuum, but based on cultural parasleym premises shared by particular universes.”



may not be adopted, and establish frontiers betwebwiduals and social segments — as is the case
with youth or old age as ways of being in the world

Underlying this flexible and plural characterizatioof age identities, there is also the
assumption of a break in the sequential linearityife stages and in the expected connection
between events in the life cycle. The “traditionainsition from youth to adulthood, identified by
simultaneous events such as leaving the parentsiehgetting married and joining the labor
market, gives way to dissociations between sexyatiarriage and procreation, and differential
situations of class, gender and ethnicity whichobee increasingly relevant for apprehending the
process of transitioning to autonomy and indepecelgi€amarano, 2006; Guerreiro; Abrantes,
2004; Heilborn; Cabral, 2006). The uncertaintiestttd job market, interruptions in education,
going back and forth to the parents’ house leaa dissociation between existential autonomy and
the social and economic independence typical af tifainsitional moment. In this literature, along
with an emphasis on the social construction ofraganings, life cycle stages are analyzed as they
are perceived by individuals in different sociahtexts, as maturity levels which generate and
nourish new types of social hierarchy. Transitiomdulthood, for instance, will presume a series of
factors which should be made evident beyond chomicdl age such as experience, responsibility,
and social, political and interpersonal commitments

The formulation of life projects is therefore enquamsed by this socio-cultural and economic
context where class and gender conditions are foadtal for short, medium and long term
perspectives (Franch, 2009; Leccardi, 2005).

Studying, working and leaving the parents’ home: tansitional events and gender
differences

In a previous research project approaching threeergéions of middle class women, the
passage from youth to adulthood was interpretethégns of the transitoriness of life projects, the
importance attributed to self-improvement, and gbarch for professional specialization and love
relations. The sequential break of events markimgttansition to adulthood is experienced by the
permanence in the original family’s house, theuation of these young adults between the houses
of divorced parents or grandmothers, and eventgaéreences of living alone which happen in
parallel with professionalization and sexual exgeces. The valorization of individual autonomy
shared by the different generations was not nedgsaasociated with the young women'’s project
of financial independence (Lins de Barros, 200%isLde Barros et al., 2009). Differently from the
individuals approached in this article, the youngnven in this previous research had parents with
higher education degrees who occupied well-paidtipas allowing them to support the extension

of their children’s dependence on them.



The young adults approached in the present study immcommon a project of education and
social mobility, but there are differences withpest to family trajectories, life conditions, and
attitudes towards the possibility of achieving tilans elaborated throughout the years. These are
six men and five women who see themselves as helpn the middle class. Given the
importance of education in the passage to adulthtie chosen age group sought to encompass
individuals who were doing or who had completedege education. Age, sex, educational level
and class combined with other factors brought tdase by their life stories accounts. These
include the project of upward social mobility coegblwith a tense process of achieving autonomy
and financial independence; it is this project tbharacterizes the particularity of the universe
studied.

Memory and life project are part of a same nareatogic which constructs biographies and
trajectories while lending meaning to events amtividual actions. Thus, the young adults also talk
about their life projects from the standpoint of gituation in which they found themselves today,
and of their intention to organize a history of iselves’ In this transitional moment, some
culturally validated markers of maturity levels ateessed, such as the possibility of leaving the
parental home, working and being financially indegent, getting married and having children. In
the accounts, the dimensions of age and socia class with the perception the interviewees have
of themselves and of society, as well as with eatadns on changes in personal and family life and
in the broader social order.

All research subjects are single, and one of thes ¢Narcisoj has a fourteen month son. Even
though color/ethnicity is not an aspect dealt viitlthis article, it is interesting to present thealf-
definitions as this might contribute to delinedte profile of this group of young adults undergoing
a process of social mobility. Thus, two of the ndeclared to be white, twpardos(brown), one
light brown, and the other, “Latin American”. Amotige women, one declared to be white, another
brown, one light brown, one black and the fifth ‘iadike a mulatta”.

With regards to education and occupation, men eteltlited among the following fields and
neighborhoods in Rio de Janeiro: Diego is a tearhprivate schools; he graduated in philosophy,
and is doing a Master’s in this field; his montiMgome varies between 1,500 and 2,000 Brazilian
reais, and he lives in Vila Isabel (North Regiom)ai three-bedroom apartment shared with other
two fellows. Alex is a telecommunications enginaed is currently unemployed; he lives off of

“savings” accumulated during previous jobs andls® aupported by his mother; he lives with

* This research put forth a perspective focusinghensocial construction of biographies (Bourdief94; Lins de
Barros, 2006a, 2009; Velho, 1994). It interpretsel ineanings brought about by the narratives, ctrézing them as
discourses made by the individuals about themseladssociety. It proposes to interpret the “fluxsotial discourse”
(Geertz, 1978) by focusing on the conditions undkich these narratives were produced and by sedkindentify

recurrences of meaning in the different accounts.

® All the interviewees’ names are fictitious.



Diego. Lucas is an electric engineer with two salecations, one in electrical engineering and
another one in security; he works for a large elgtf company and earns 4,000 reais a month; he
lives on his own in a rented apartment in Vila Ealrtur is a physics PhD student with a Master’s
and a B.A. in this same field; he receives a Phiblsrship with a monthly stipend of 1,800 reais;
he shares a rented apartment in Botafogo (SoutioRegith a men and a woman, both foreigners.
Nelson is a languages and literature undergradcstatient, and receives a scholarship stipend of
300 reais, for the classes he teaches at his gitivehnis other expenses are paid for by his father
within limits which are negotiated between them;lives with his parents and a brother in the
family house in Jacarepagua, Praca Seca (West ®ediarciso holds an accounting degree; he
works as an accountant in an investment bank asdhepossibility of making an MBA at the
Getulio Vargas Foundation paid by the bank; he 24000 reais and his family income totals
around 10,000 reais, including the salaries ofnimigher and two sisters; he lives with his mother,
three sisters and a niece in an apartment in BessoqNorth Region).

The women’s residential location, training and guation are as follows: Sara is a social
service undergraduate student and is financiallyeddent on her parents; during weekdays, she
lives in Botafogo with other students, and in theekends she returns to her parents’ house in
Campo Grande (West Region). Natalia is a physid3 gthdent with a Master’s and a B.A in that
same field; she receives a monthly stipend of 1,&30s as part of her graduate scholarship; her
family income, around 3,300 reais, includes herhaos minimum wage public assistance benefit,
and her graduated sister’s salary of 1,000 rehss;three of them live in a one-bedroom rented
apartment in Botafogo. Tatiana holds a pedagogyegegnd works as a receptionist in a firm, with
a monthly salary of 600 reais; her family incoméal® around 2,000 reais, and comprises her
father’'s salary and retirement pension, plus pays&om rented realty; she lives with her parents
and a sister in a house owned by them in Méier tiNBegion). Ingrid holds a social sciences
degree, and is a civil servant working as an adstrative manager for the city of Rio de Janeiro;
she earns 1,500 reais a month, and her motheristed Iselp pay her monthly expenses; she lives
with the sister and a cousin in a rented apartmreihapa (Downtown); her mother spends some
days a week with her daughters, but she lives drdPde Guaratiba (West Region). Laura is a Law
school graduate, with Master’s in philosophy andugently a PhD student in social service; after
teaching in a private college, she supports helsetheans of a 1,800 reais stipend from her PhD
scholarship, and shares with a friend the expeon$es rented apartment in Flamengo (South
Region).

The educational trajectory of most these young tadmicluded public schools since basic
education. According to discourses emphasizing then efforts and merit, some were able to get
scholarships for studying in private schools dutimgh school. Two of these are friends since this



period, when they both went to a catholic high sthmthe South Region. One of them, Ingrid, told

of her experience by emphasizing her personal comenit with this project.

There | went and did it again, all by myself, | dlideven told my mom. My mom was scared, “You
have no money, how are you going to do it? Soavllitoe time for the college entrance exams, you'll
have to keep the level up. What now?” “I'll soristiout, don’t worry”. Then | went back there, ditet
dynamics and all, my mom was getting disheartenefd Then | went there to study, my sister also got
a scholarship, but my sister was not very niceesosbholarship dwindled with time. There was a time
my mother would pay almost full fee for her, whilead a 70% discount.

Similarly, Nelson commented, “whenever a schoabvadld for those examinations to get a
scholarship, |1 would go there and do them. During gear | had a 100% discount in the school |
went, and for getting good grades | also got a 186B®larship for an English course”.

Public universities, be it undergraduate but egtgcgraduate programs, are also present in
the trajectories of most interviewees. Some likedsudid the entire trajectory, from basic education

to graduate school, in public institutions:

Public institutions until the very end, the lasay®f high school in a public school, from kindetga

to the third year. After that, | did a private paegtory course for the university’s entrance exgmni.

As a matter of fact, | did not spend much with nydges. For college, | also went to a public school
and... After that there were my graduate degreeswasepaid for and the other was public. So, | spent
very little with my studies.

In all these discourses, there is the idea of bmmtpgether their own actions and those of their
family group so these young people could pursué thaversity education. This is manifest in
scholarships for undergraduate and graduate stufiiiescial support from the family, and the
interviewees’ own salaries — this was the case atido and Tatiana, who paid for their college
degrees obtained in private schools. These two wetghe only ones to work while studyifig.
During high school, some interviewees were alreiadihe labor market. These were “eventual”
jobs, like selling underwear or working as a venttoough temporary and fragile employment
contracts, not very different from some of theirgrds’.

Educational mobility is also married with spatiabloility. Most of the subjects have transited,
either alone or along with relatives, between déf¢ cities and Rio de Janeiro neighborhoods.
Significant gender differences in residential itavées are reflected in the greater geographical
mobility of men. The training of this set of integwees might be a reason for such difference,tbut i
also makes sense if one thinks in terms of gendsedb behavior patterns which created better
possibilities for men to leave their cities andtgdrio de Janeiro in order to study.

® As Sposito (2005, p. 106) puts it, “Thus, for Brazilian youth, school and work are projects thatrlap, or that will
be differently stressed according to the momenthn life cycle and the social conditions allowirgemn to live a
juvenile life.”



The international emigration of Brazilians duririge tturn of the twenty-first century shows a
trajectory which starts with a trip to the Unitetht®s, where they enter the job market as masons,
butlers or maids, and is followed by plans to nmetwo Brazil (Assis; Campos, 2009). This
experience is in sharp contrast with that of ther ioterviewees who left their parents’ homes in
other Brazilian states or in other cities withir thtate of Rio de Janeiro in order to continuerthei
studies into higher education, or to seek for delbgbb. Diego was the one who left home the
earliest. When he was sixteen, he left his pardrdase in order to join a religious career; he spen
eight years in catholic seminars in different aifiand studied until he got a philosophy degree. He
moved to Rio de Janeiro in search for a job afeedécided to abandon the original projeéiex
and Lucas came to Rio de Janeiro on their own dlftey got into engineering school. Artur
continues his studies in graduate school afterrgalived in Belo Horizonte with some relatives’
friends in order to prepare to take the entranamexat the university in Vicosa (Minas Gerais
state), where he attended college while living stualent dorm.

The other two subjects who never left the neighbodhthey have been living since childhood
are considering the possibility of leaving the heusarciso’s financial independence allows him to
consider the idea of living on his own, and plaa financed purchase of an apartment. His financial
independence is linked to his responsibilities talsahis family and son. He has been working

since an early age, and paid for his undergradiiaties.

| have been working for a long time. Let me seeve Bold nuts on the streets, | was a delivery ooy f
De Millus, | delivered underwear, | have workedaa®cksmith, a telemarketing operator, | have done
some internships, an internship in TIM [mobile photompany] for two years, then in a foreign
company which was pretty much the same thing. Theent to work with auditing, | audited for a
Swiss bank, a little over a year, one year andlfa Tilaen after that, | moved to the bank, to theNBB
bank where | work today.

Just as the other interviewed men, Narciso undaistéhat he cannot afford expenses beyond
his economic condition, and knows which steps heaféord to take — even being someone who
does not go without spending on leisure and orivis"girlfriends”, one of them the mother of his
son. The reason behind his project of leaving thsk is therefore less the cohabitation with his
mother and sisters than the realization of hispedeence.

For Nelson, it is the search for privacy and freedbat leads him to look for an apartment for
himself. The conflict-ridden relationship with hiather due to his sexual orientation and the
presence of a brother with serious psychologicablems have led him to seek his mother’s

support in order to carry out his project of leayithe parental home. The perception of the

" The transit allowed for by religious life made ieadiego’s displacement and his project. It is possible to delve
deeper into this question here, but this will beale the future.



constraints and conflicts he faces for preserviisgphivacy and freedom to take home friends and
boyfriends brings his experience closer to thathef interviewed women — with the exception of
Sara, as will be seen below.

Among the women, four live with their parents, wittie mother, sisters and cousins. Even
though Sara spends her weekdays in an apartmeardsiéh other female university students, her
reference is the parents’ home in Campo Grandéheancity’s West Region. The experience of
living away from her parents and together with oth@ung women has prompted her to dedicate
much of her time to religious activities among eyelital university students. Sara refers to the
apartment she shares with the other students &alifilza and Omega office”. The house in Campo
Grande is her family home. This experience is a erdnof transition and definition of future
projects guided by religious militancy, a sort atlpminary experience of leaving the parents’
house which follows a more or less defined directibhis experience is similar to the one found
previously in a research | carried out among usiterstudents who make of their individual
migration to Rio de Janeiro a transitional exparetowards an independent and autonomous life
(Lins de Barros, 2004). In any case, Sara doeshintk of a future separately from family plans, as
she intends to work at her parents’ shop after g while conciliating this activity with her
religious militancy?

Natalia has had two experiences of leaving andmitg to the parents’ house. In one of them,
when she was nineteen, she lived with a boyfriendfive years and then returned to the house
where she lived with her mother, a sister and amt.athe one year and seven month period she
spent in Germany during her PhD, when she hadd® éa her own life in a foreign country, was
also lived as an experience of having left the patehome. Upon her return to Rio de Janeiro in
order to live again with her mother and sister, &t a retrocession in her difficulties for re-
adapting to family life. This was manifest in cardt negotiations over everything, from financial
to affective issues. Her project of having a pleareherself, where she plans to constitute a family
and take her career forward, does not excludedsponsibility towards her mother, whose hearing
is impaired. Therefore, the plan of leaving the d®includes a close relationship with her mother.
Responsibility is part of her project of autononmgldreedom.

Laura has left her parents’ house in Marica (Ridaeeiro state) in order to pursue her college
studies. At that moment, she lived with her sigtahe city of Niterdi, also in Rio de Janeiro. éat
on, a job in Rio de Janeiro has again driven heayanom the parental home. After renting a room

for a while, she was finally able to share an apant with a friend.

8 Religious militancy should be stressed in Sardésproject. This topic, which is vital for undensting the trajectory
of individuals in Brazilian society, would demanditarature review which could not be done here.



With the exception of Sara, the youngest among{gaikale interviewees, the others show more
clearly a desire for privacy and freedom whichase fulfilled by leaving the parents’ house. For
Natdlia, Tatiana and Ingrid, a tense and confladen relationship with the parents or sisters has
been an important factor in their desire to live tbrir own, which is nonetheless hindered by
unfavorable personal and family financial condifonReferring to her sister in response to a
guestion about how she would get an apartment éoseftf, Ingrid showed irritation towards the
situation she lived in and her sister's behaviod attitudes towards their apartment’s common

space:

It would not be at all like this mess here. Lodiede belong to my sister, who is an arts gradséie [
points to the shelves with various materials — paplastic, boxes...]. She thinks the apartment is he
studio, so she gets mad when we try to keep thidgsNo, each furniture has a color. My motherl wil
buy things and we say, “Mom, isn't it all dark?” &h she brings these light-colored things, it'saall
mess.

Natalia and Ingrid define very well the role playegfamily relationships in supporting them
financially and in organizing the domestic envir@mnh The idea of responsibility permeates the
meanings they ascribe to their own lives. Natalaaks since she was fifteen, and, since she never
had full scholarship, she paid for part of the feethe schools she attended. Based on calculations
she made on the household budget, she shows heeifhéer mother and her sister — who “took a
little longer to become responsible” — contribute éxpenses with food, rent, medicine, and
clothing. Ingrid reports on her own effort and pe&tence for getting scholarships in private schools

She follows her mother’s recommendations for aereshdent life project based on work:

“You have to work, you have to have your own monyr first husband has to be your occupation, a
worthy job, so you can take care of your own liviegye a house, a ceiling, a field.” Thus, this itea
quite insisted upon here in our house.

Tatiana gives more importance to the comfort shesfin her parents’ home than to the search
for a new residence. In her parents’ place shecoant on the available furniture, appliances, paid
telephone, internet and health care bills, as a&lbn her mother’s domestic work — she pays for
her to take care of her clothes. Thus, to stajpérboom she shares with her sister is a stratagy fo
dealing with paternal control and intrusions on w@vacy. She is also willing to cover for eventual
financial difficulties faced by her father, as whame paid for his credit card bill. When recalling
this fact, she highlights the idea of responsipibind family reciprocity, defined by Tatiana as
“care”, a terms she uses to describe his fathevigcern with guaranteeing the family’s basic

expenses as well as a “certain comfort”.



Religious experience has also contributed to tludilprof this research universe, and makes
up, along with representations on the family, dype for distinguishing between young males and
females. All men have identified themselves as $Gians, mostly Catholics, and there is no passage
through other religions or churches. Among womeglationship with religion shows a less
traditional character, tending to follow individuahd transitional choices — with the exception of
Sara, who is evangelical and an active participanthe Alpha and Omega “Christian student
movement”, for which she plays a leadership roléhim university campus. Natalia is a Catholic
“by training”. Tatiana is sympathetic to “spiritiah”. Ingrid currently attends a messianic
synagogue. Laura goes to umbanda, but she was @nCatholic and has already attended
candomblé.

Religious transit in the case of women and theinany of a family-based religious reference
in the case of men may become at once clearer anel complex when one looks at this religious
dimension along with the greater or lesser tensind drama in family relations, as discussed
above. This is seen in the more direct forms whembn engage with their parents, that is, by not
making problematic the financial aid they provideen they are in a better financial condition. Of
the men interviewed, only Nelson showed a discofilted with tension; he remains “stuck” in his
room all day in order to study, listen to music andto engage in internet conversations via MSN,
Twitter, Fotolog, or YouTube. He communicates wiik father — who acts as a quite impersonal
“bank” — through paper notes: Nelson writes dowmw hmuch he needs and his father leaves the
amount solicited on the same piece of furniturdsdlenever abuses this fatherly bank.

But even in this case as well as in Tatiana’s, ¥deds watched over all the time by her father,
the view is that the parents, and above all theherst are a reference for life and for work
understood as a value. Natalia is the only one ddutared to have learned nothing with her mother
and much less with her father, with whom she hasbeog in contact for years. Here, there are
also gender differences. Diogo encapsulates what timak of their parents in the expression “a
model of achievement”. Narciso develops this peroagurther when referring to his mother, who

became a widow very early in life:

My reference is her. Even with all the difficultiadich came along with losing a husband having four

children, she did her thing and raised us. Nonesofias become a criminal, no one followed a wrong
path, all of us have focused on studying and ogressing. And this has nothing to do with remaining

close to us, because she used to work a lot. | hav@s... as... not as a mirror, but as a model, so to
say.

Even while holding a more critical perspective, Wi@men also presented the values received
from their fathers and mothers as a life legacyartgnt for positioning themselves in the world,

and, above all, for their future projects. Fematgknbecomes a definition for being a woman, as



Ingrid has put it with respect to her mother’'s agvon marrying first of all work, and only then
seeking a husband. Tatiana’'s determination foricoimg to work and not replace the fatherly
authority with that of a husband is perceived astitude similar to the one experienced by her
parents, who struggled against her motherly gramafps who opposed their marriage — they were
nonetheless able to keep “struggling” and acquiesr town house. Laura on her turn sees paternal
values as responsible for her professional trainargl as well as for her position in the world

marked by respect for others and concern for paligvents and injustices.

Social mobility and transition in the life cycle: ntertwined phenomena

Struggles, hardship, overcoming social life comaisi, effort and hard work set the tone for the
subjects’ accounts on their parents’ life and mdeghcy for their own life projects. Thus, even
with the familiar crises mentioned here especibifythe women and by Nelson, the interviewees
did not feel they have had, or will have, a sigfit break with parental values. Except for Natalia
all young adults interviewed singled out their paseas the most important references as far as
moral standards are concerned. The parents’ l#gdiories are perceived and valued for their
positive achievements, such as overcoming unfal@msdicial conditions or valuing honest work.
This would have opened up social mobility perspestifor their children, so they would have their
own life projects. This picture is not so differéram the one painted by Oro (2004) and Machado
(2004) in their analyses of research data on reptasons by university students and professionals
on the values they inherited and on their referemcalaily life. Both studies found that the family
in its multiple and new modalities, is represensed a foundation for forming the individual
character, as well as an important reference fbnidg their religious affiliations.

An outcome of expected mobility is the gradual ididton of young adults vis-a-vis their
parents due to their new social interactions anmée&nces. University life, for instance, may both
define an opportunity for upward mobility (an ide#ich, as remarked above, is shared by the
family nucleus) and open up a window for the gdesindividual independence and freedom.

Even in the case of those whose parents have arhgglucation degree (Narciso’s mother is a
social worker and Nelson'’s father concluded engingeschool after marriage and fatherhood) or
who entered college more recently (such as Artiatser), there is a process of educational and
professional distinction vis-a-vis their fathersianothers. Diego’s parents worked “in the fields”;
today, he is a mason and she is a maid. Artur'sheras a seamstress. Ingrid’s mother works for

the city as an assistant nurse and part-time agtandant; Sara’s parents run a market in Campo

® Narciso talks about his mother’s trajectory aias levels: educational, professional and spafiaé latter refers to
her displacement from a slum to an apartment inlNtbegh Region. His narrative seeks to present amgiary case,
with the clear intention of demarcating his valoéseference.



Grande. Laura’s father owns a barber shop in Maiwh her mother is a basic education teacher.
Alex’s mother was a bank cashier for many yearsiandday unemployed, just as his father, who
has made some attempts at starting his own “busines

For these young adults, upward social mobilityriggiered by a higher education diploma, as

explained by Narciso:

Yes, she rose, because my mother has a Mastestsnathing like that, so | think this was vital foer
to rise. My financial evolution also took placeeaft graduated. My salary almost doubled. No, iswa
an almost 150% increase. This owed much to my éegre

To delineate this research universe in terms afsotandition meant to observe the elaboration
of social distinctions made from the point of vietvfamily history and in relation to the field of
possibilities which had been laid out for eachhd# interviewees. Thus, during research attention
was given to social trajectories, networks of bglog, experiences of mobility within the family
and by each of the subjects, and their contact gribps and circles affecting their world view and
life style (Velho, 1994). The social site that thegynstruct at this moment in their life trajectsrie
defines, in Ortner’s terms (Ortner, 2003), a clasgect by constituting a desire for change in ene’
position and for a constant investment in the qoibn of a class identity.

The social mobility characterizing these young tgluirajectories should be apprehended
based on their biographies and family trajectorigsese are vital for understanding how young
people coming from low education families and staggrecarious work conditions were able to
join a university and are seeking work positionssel to their professional and financial
aspirations, which are marked by prestige and sthttua way, the economists’ evaluations singling
out education as the best condition for accessowylg are reproduced in the subjects’ positive
discourse about the acquisition of educationalautiral capital.

Prestige and pride are distinctive marks of somin@fyoung adults who were the first in their

families to go to a university.

| am the only one who has been able to enter agobllege and achieve. | came from nowhere, and |
am now earning some money through what | have ediy@ind being successful. So this ends up being
an example for the entire family. What they thirflit@ They are proud... | returned home for the end

of the year celebrations and there are now a laeafhbors who know me, and | don’t know them.

The women, even those who pursue continuous ceatidin in graduate school, have a more
critical stance towards the possibilities made labé to them. Ingrid has put this perception most
clearly. A social sciences graduate at the FeddraVersity of Rio de Janeiro, she is today
employed in the administration of a city hospifihe deals critically with her social position: 8es

myself as belonging to the class C, | don'’t likereeping and crawling middle class. | think | am a



bit below the creeping and crawling middle classHis critical view, impregnated with the
knowledge she acquired during the social scienoesse, made Ingrid the only one who did not
consider herself as part of the “middle classedl'.tihe others saw themselves as belonging to a
segment of the middle classes, which today is nugdef a “middle class”, “middle middle class”,
“lower middle class”, “ascending middle class” Nexrciso has put it.

Class distinction and hierarchy become a yardstockcomparison, first of all, with the
parents’ generation, then with one’s own childhaod with other social segments, with respect to
the conditions for access to higher education am$amption.

To buy a computer, a television set, a sound sysieipay for one’s trips, leisure and so forth,
to plan the purchase of a car or an apartment ¢frastallment plans, put them on a par with the
middle classes according to their own accounts.prbgect of pursuing one’s education further and
getting better positions in the job market com@dtee definition of class showed by these young
adults.

To conclude, we have seen that there is a profesd@al mobility intertwined with the transit
to another moment in one’s life trajectory. Freedtme preservation of intimacy, the possibility of
independence through work and relative disembeddmogn the family are presented as
fundamental elements in this transitional moventettveen classes and maturity levels. One can
be young and adult at the same time; to have intkpee and be affectively dependent on the
family; to have children and not get married; todm®nomically responsible for the family and to
aspire to privacy; to live with one’s own subjeetiand objective uncertainties, as well as with
those of one’s parents. There is nonetheless mdetiat these correspond positively to the social
expectation of moving on to another level of légen if this is not ritualized. In this sense, life
cycle is the temporal marker of one’s trajectorythe contemporary moment, this marker points
precisely to the complexity of society, where indualistic and traditional values coexist in the
actions of a same individual, in independence andremy projects, and in the preservation and
valorization of the family’s institutional and affiéve ties.

These young adults’ life projects do not transiate a “hardening” of life, as Nelson evaluates
when he defines a young person as a “non-paralgdelt’. Just as the parents who got into college
“not on the right age”, they too may think that faiéure does not end with a college degree and a
position in the job market. On the other handcaithem highlighted their personal responsibility
towards their family and themselves. Far from beittgched to conspicuous consumption and the
satisfaction of immediate desires, they make plnancial investments, share household expenses
and help their parents. Next to such responsiliieudes and amidst inter-family conflicts, these
“good boys” and above all “good girls” do not shaviraditional pattern for constituting a family
and love ties: to get married is a short term pil#tsi for the men. For the women, to get married



(or “live together”) will only happen when they asare they can sustain their own independence
and autonomy. In this respect, it is worth recgllingrid’s mother’s advice: to marry work first and
foremost.

The different ways by which the men and women ia Htudied universe perceive the
possibilities for realizing their life projects d@se a new research investment for delving deeper
into other aspects, such as their disheartening waspect to future professional plans, and the
plausibility of marriage vis-a-vis principles offi@le autonomy and independence.

Our analysis of the transition to another life stéay means of social mobility projects showed
a process and a disposition for similar action. @iameously, it unveils distinctions internal t@th
social universe studied, which point to the pluyatif life experiences and different interpretaton
constructed by young men and women about theirldevtrajectories.
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